
On September 11th, bags were packed, visas were in hand, and we were on our way to the airport to leave 
for Australia.  We traveled from Indianapolis to our final destination in Adelaide, Australia, in approximate-
ly 30 hours, via three different flights.  Despite missing our first flight from Sydney to Adelaide (the cus-
toms line took FOREVER), the trip over was relatively uneventful, and the six of us (David Zimmerman, 
Theo Hicks, Kohl Kitzmiller, Kyle Kitzmiller, Laura Peregrim, and Jennifer Kitzmiller) made it to Ade-
laide—a tad sleepy, but ready for adventure! 

Instant Classic had been hired to be part of the Barbershop Harmony Australia National Convention, fol-
lowed by their educational event, Harmony Academy.  We per-
formed at a variety of different events—a President’s Recep-
tion, a Welcome Gala (an event for the delegates of BHA), a 
televised Mass Sing, and others.   We had received an informa-
tional packet from our coordinator many months prior to the 
event, outlining how many songs we were to sing at each 
event. It ended up being 18 songs over 6 performances, as well 
as an hour session of Sing With the Champs (approximately 6 
songs), and a few informal performances.  To make it even 
more of a challenge, we decided as a quartet to try to not re-
peat any songs throughout our time in Australia.  We got pretty 

close! 

While at the convention, we also ran a Youth Workshop where 
we sent music ahead of time for several different schools to 
use, then got together on the morning before the Mass Sing to 
put it together and teach the students about barber-
shop.  Another highlight that day was being interviewed live on 

a public radio station, which was broadcast all across the city. 
(Continued on page 4) 

Our chapter mission:  To enhance lives by performing with excellence and  

encouraging singing within our community.   

Vol. 49, Issue 3 Winner, PROBE International Bulleti 

Contest:  2011, 2014 and 2017 
Vol 49, Issue 5 November/December 2018    

 

 
 

Beware of drop bears! 
Reflections on Instant Classic’s recent trip to Australia 
By Theo Hicks, CCS Music Director and Lead of Instant Classic 

News and views from the Greater Indianapolis Chapter  

of the Barbershop Harmony Society 

 

Note: a kangaroo, not a drop bear! 

http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.cardinaldistrict.org/
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Why is a quality warm-up so important? 
By Jim DeBusman, PVI Coordinator 

The question that comes up occasional-
ly from Circle City Sound members is: 
“Why must I warm up at the beginning 
of the rehearsal?” 

When I hear that from a few of my 
brothers, this is my answer: “How many 
of you think that the warm-up is some 
hideous, torturous, painful thing that 
Theo, David or Scott put together so 
you would not come to the rehearsal on 
time?” After a silent chuckle or two on my part, we then talk about 
what a well-planned warm up does for our voices to prepare us for a 
great rehearsal. 

It might surprise some of you to know that a well-planned warm-up 
at the beginning of our rehearsal is not for the individual, but for the 
entire chorus. It is an opportunity to fine tune our minds, ears, bod-
ies and voices, so that we can have the best possible musical experi-
ence during the rehearsal. In other words, it allows every one of us 
to be on the same page and thinking vocally the same way. 

Frauke Haasemann, the excellent German voice teacher, said it very 

well: “The choral sound represents the sum of the individual voices. 
If a singer wishes to sing in a choir, they must have a sense of, and be 
trained in, the importance of the ensemble.” She goes on to talk 
about the importance of vowel matching and similar tone color for 
blend. She further states there is a need for good basic vocal pro-
duction concepts such as diaphragmatic breathing, expansion of the 
vocal tract and relaxation of our jaw, tongue, and lips in a good verti-
cal posture. Sound familiar? 

It is important for us to have variety in our vocal development so we 
will not become lazy or bored. Singing well all the time will allow us 
to develop a higher vocal skillset. It will also allow us to perform at 
the more consistent higher level of an A-level chorus of singers. 

Jim DeBusman 

Secure the future of Barbershop harmony through your 

generous gifts to the Harmony Foundation. Provide additional 

support to your chapter and district with the Donor Choice 

option. 

  

www.harmonyfoundation.org 

http://www.circlecitysound.org/
http://www.cardinaldistrict.org/
http://www.harmonyfoundation.org/
harmonyfoundation.org
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Five Years Ago (2013) 

The new chapter officers for 2014 were 
elected at the chapter meeting on Septem-
ber 23, 2013. They were as follows: Presi-
dent—Skipp Kropp; VP Chapter Develop-
ment—Scott Beverley; VP Music & Perfor-
mance—Kyle Kitzmiller; VP PR & Market-
ing—Larry Anthony; VP Operations—Jeff 
Boyd; Secretary—Bruce Bellen; Treasurer—
Paul Gabriel; Board Members at Large—
Jason Best, David Meade, and David Sanders; Immediate Past Presi-
dent—Gary Garitson; Chorus Director—Garry Texeira; and Assistant 
Chorus Directors—Theo Hicks and David Zimmerman. 

On Saturday, September 13, CCS recorded their second CD, a Christmas 
Card CD. The CD contained the following holiday selections: “Christmas 
Eve In My Hometown,” “Jingle Bell Rock,” “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Si-
lence,” and “It's The Most Wonderful Time of The Year.” Kyle Kitzmiller 
and Ben Geesa completed their requirements to become judges at the 
Category School this past summer. Kyle became a Music Judge, while 
Ben became a Contest Administrator. Kyle followed in the footsteps of 
his father, Scott Kitzmiller, who is also a Music Judge. (Notes taken from 
The Beat, October 2013, Volume 44, Issue 9, Jerry Troxel, Editor.) 

Ten Years Ago (2008) 

The new officers for CCS were elected on October 13, 2008. They were 
as follows: President—Jerry Troxel; Secretary—Tom Bradley; Treasurer—
Jim Sauder; VP Chapter Development—Steve Cline; VP Music & Perfor-
mance—Duane Henry; VP PR & Marketing—Randy Freeman; Board 
Members at Large—Jeff Boyd, Dave Fouts, and Brad McAlexander; Im-
mediate Past President—Jim Rosenau; and Chorus Director—Garry Tex-
eira. 

Upcoming chapter events included the following: Fall Convention, Oc-
tober 3-5, Louisville, Kentucky at the Executive Inn, Airport; CCS 
Christmas Show on Sunday, November 30 at 3:30 p.m. at the University 
of Indianapolis; Artsgarden Performance at Circle City Mall, Saturday, 
December 6; and CCS Christmas Party at Village Farms Clubhouse, 
Monday, December 22. Phil Griggs was accepted for membership in the 
chapter on September 13, 2008. (Articles taken from The Beat, October 
2008, Volume 39, Issue 9, Jerry Troxel, Editor.) 

Calendar  

of Events 
 

Indiana Harmony  

Brigade Show 
Sat., November 10, 7:30 pm 

Ayres Auditorium 

Park Tudor School  

7200 N. College Ave. 

Indianapolis 
 

CCS Veterans Tribute 
Monday, November 12, 6:30 pm 

Christ Lutheran Church 

345 N. Kitley 

Indianapolis 
 

CCS Christmas Show 
Sunday, December 2, 3:00 pm 

Beech Grove High School 

5330 Hornet Ave. 

Beech Grove, Indiana 
 

CCS Christmas Party 
Friday, December 7, 7:00 pm 

Woodland Country Club 

100 Woodland Lane 

Carmel, Indiana 
 

BHS Midwinter  

Convention 
January 23-26, 2019 

Nashville, Tenniessee 
 

CCS Awards Banquet and 

Installation of Officers 
Sat, February 9, 2019 

Time and location TBA 
 

Singing Valentines 
February 13-14, 2019 

Indy Metro Area 

 

Members: For detailed infor-

mation on all chapter perfor-

mances check your Yahoo! 

Group emails or go to: 
www.circlecitysound.org 

and visit the 

Members Only section 

The deadline for the Jan/Feb. 

issue of The BEAT  is  
Wednesday, January 9.  

Send articles to:  

jerry@troxels.com 

Strolling down harmony lane 
A monthly look back at our chapter’s history 

by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian 

  

Lew Gillespie 

http://www.circlecitysound.org
http://www.circlecitysound.org/index.asp?p=7&c=0
mailto:jerry@troxels.com
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Another fun event was the opportunity to host the Quartet Finals, where David and I were the masters of 
ceremony for the event (as you can imagine, it was, how can I describe it,  special...).  You can actually see 
the event on the BHA YouTube channel (and many of the songs performed throughout the conven-
tion)!  Instant Classic was featured on the Saturday 
night Showcase of Champions, and then sang in the 
first church ever built in Adelaide at a church service 
the following morning.  Shortly after that was our 
Sing With the Champs session, a Farewell Luncheon, 
then it was on to the Harmony Academy! 

A funny story… we had been asked in advance what 
classes we might be willing to teach while at the 
Academy, and thinking they wanted several options, I 
sent them eight class titles.  A week before departing 
for Australia, their coordinator of educational events 
told us that we would be teaching all eight classes. 
So, we taught our classes over a variety of topics, in-
cluding Communicating Through Conducting, Inside the Rehearsal with Instant Classic, Singing with Genu-
ine Expression, Resonance Marching, and more.  Thank goodness for our experience in teaching classes 
each Monday with our CCS University! 

All in all, it was a busy time (but lots of fun!) - here are some non-barbershop things we learned about or 
experienced! 

• We stopped by a wildlife reservation where we petted 
koalas and fed kangaroos and emus. 

• We tried many different foods, including alligator, kan-
garoos, emus, and some crazy exotic fish. 

• We had an opportunity to go on a wine tour in the Ade-
laide Hills for a day! 

• David Zimmerman proposed to his girlfriend, Laura Per-

egrim (now fiancée)! 

• Though many Australians warned us of “Drop Bears,” we discovered that it was a complete and utter 
lie, intended to frighten tourists. 

• Vegemite tastes horrible. 

• Australians speak “English.” They shorten a lot of words in the Australian dialect, making comprehen-
sion, at times, nearly impossible. For example: 

• McDonald’s = Maccas 
• Ambulance = Ambo 
• Afternoon = Arvo 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Trip 
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• Avocado = Avo (I know.) 
• Liquor Shop = Bottlo 
• Breakfast = Brekie 
• Pair of Speedos = Budgie Smuggler 
• Cigarette = Durry 
• Toilet = Dunny 
• Cheap Wine in a Bag = Goon 

• One term I’m still confused about: Yob-
bo.  I asked one of our hosts what a 
“Yobbo” was, and he said it was like a “Drongo.”  I asked what the heck that was, and he said it’s 
like a “Larrikin.” Still confused, I asked about what that was, to which he laughed and said, “Well, 
it’s like a Yobbo, mate!”  So I googled “Yobbo,” and the definition is “Another term for yob.” Seri-
ously, Australia? 

All in all, good times were had in the land down-under.  The Barbershoppers even created a special drink 
recipe in our honor—“The Instant Classic”!  We are excited to have had the experience in Australia, and are 
happy to have returned home to continue making music with our brothers in CCS! 

Our next stop (first weekend of 
November 2018) = London, UK!  

 

(Continued from page 4) Trip 
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Part Submissions—A means to NO end 
By Kohl Kitzmiller, CCS VP-elect Music and Performance 

The musical journey of Circle City Sound is ever-changing and never-ending. We 
unite by several measures of success, but one tends to stand out—we enjoy singing 
together. Often, the more musical and technical mastery we each have, the more we 
enjoy the act of singing together. Sometimes we may feel in the dark about the 
“why” behind part submission recordings, so, what is our goal? Is it to be the best 
chorus in the Cardinal District? To win International someday? Having goals is an 
excellent propellant, but we must be careful with what kind of goals we set. 

There are two kinds of goals; objective and subjective. Objective goals have a finish 

line. An example would be winning International or achieving the best score in Cir-
cle City Sound’s history. We can meet that objective goal simply by getting first place 
in the International competition. Unfortunately, objective goals can be disappoint-
ing, especially when not fulfilled. That said, is it bad to have objective goals? Absolutely not. Objective goals 
can be quite motivating, but they always have an end in sight. This is contrary to the music team ’s goal of 
part submissions, so we look to subjective goals to fit our needs. 

As mentioned, objective goals are motivating, but can be dangerous. It is 
important to pair our objective goals with as many or more subjective 
goals. Subjective goals are more difficult to measure, but are vital to our 
enjoyment of singing. While it is exciting to win a competition or receive 
an award, what keeps us coming back week after week is the music we 
make and the people we sing with. An example of a subjective goal would 
be as follows: “I want to be moved by music,” or “I want to enjoy singing 
with my friends.” It is relatively difficult to be negatively affected by sub-
jective goals, but if we are, it’s normally a frustration rather than a disap-
pointment. An example would be health ailments preventing us from 
singing. 

We are not trying to win a competition, but rather, give our membership 
the means to enjoy our time at Circle City Sound rehearsals and perfor-

mances even more. Our feedback is intended to encourage your journey by providing individual and mean-
ingful feedback, not to embarrass or expose. There is no end in sight. We will continue contributing our 
time listening and suggesting so you may always enjoy your time in harmony with Circle City Sound. 

Kohl Kitzmiller 

Our Christmas Show featured guests: Impromptu A Cappella 
 

Impromptu is an 8-member contemporary a cappella 
group based out of Indianapolis, founded in May, 2017,  
Their unique sound is the result of a tight and soulful 
blend, some R&B and Jazz influences and a little sensu-
ality.  
 
They competed and won Voicejam 2018 and represent-
ed the US in the Vocal Asia Festival in Taiwan this sum-
mer. 



Page  7 THE BEAT November/December 2018   

This could be the start of something BIG! 
By Derek Bailer, CCS VP Membership/Chapter Development 

You may have noticed that another VP position was added to the 2019 board for 
Outreach and Community Engagement.  I am honored to get the chance to 

shape this position going forward.  While this position is not technically added 
until 2019, why wait 3 months on starting such a worthwhile endeavor?  That 

has been my motto so far, so I have jumped right in to get us started.  

One of the first events that we performed in as part of the new Outreach and 
Community Engagement plan was the performance at the Indianapolis Artsgar-
den in Circle Centre Mall on October 14.  The space was beautiful, but the 

acoustics were even better!  While the event was lightly attended, we did make 
a difference for the few passersby that heard us.  I personally thought that we 

were singing at an incredible level at that event, so it was very personally satisfying to hear us make 
such beautiful music.  Plus, I always enjoy getting to spend extra time with my CCS brothers (as long as 

it’s not at Lucas Oil – just kidding!).  Another benefit of the performance that was a complete surprise is 
that we even made the news!  Unbeknownst to us beforehand, Channel 6 did a short, 45 second spot on 

CCS while we were there.  This is wonderful in terms of exposure!   

The general outline for Outreach and Community En-

gagement is to get CCS out into the community and 
doing good such that we can raise our awareness pro-

file.  Many people in Indianapolis simply do not know 
that we exist, so if we can make a name for ourselves 

while doing good for others, then it is a win/win for 
all involved.   

I have some grand plans that I would ultimately like to 
see come to fruition, but we will start small at first.  

Some upcoming events that I am pursuing are having a quartet represent CCS at the Salvation Army 
Radiothon in December, a Holiday performance at the Greenwood Park Mall, and Christmas caroling to 

the homeless at the Wheeler Mission Men’s Center.  We all know that the holidays can be a rough time, 
especially if you do not have anyone to share them with.  Here’s to hoping we can brighten their holi-

day if only for a short while.  We have a lot planned for the end of this year and I hope you are as excit-
ed as I am to see what doors we can open with our music! 

“People ask me how I make music. I tell them I just step into it. It’s like stepping into a river  

and joining the flow. Every moment in the river has its song.” ― Michael Jackson 

Derek Bailer 
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After taking “You’re Still You” and “Curse of an Aching Heart” to contest this 
month, we won the Cardinal District Chorus Contest and qualified to represent the 
Cardinal District in the 2019 International Chorus Contest in Salt Lake City next 
July!  As we continue preparing, let’s quickly review what we learned from each 
judging category: 

Performance 

Led by Steve Janes and Dusty Schleier, their main message was visual unity that 
matched our vocal artistry.  They praised us for our artistic singing and clean 
sound, but our visual performance did not match.  This reinforces the idea that our 
movement must be purposeful and full of engagement, not just “going through the 
motions.”  We must always understand the “Why” of what we’re singing, and dis-
play a beautiful partnership of our bodies and the music. 

Music 

With comments from Jan-Ake Westin and Raymond Schwarzkopf, their main message dealt with the clari-
ty of our musical character.  They also commented on our beautiful singing and “sonorous” sound, but they 
wanted our sound to have more character by emphasizing word sounds, consonants, and taking dramatic 
risks.  The important challenge we face: How do we bring more contrast to our musical plan while maintain-
ing the quality of our singing? We will continue to explore that idea! 

Singing 

Our singing judges, Jim Emery and Craig Ewing, also loved our sound, 

but were missing the details that belong to an A-level chorus.  The atten-
tion to unified word sounds, clean attacks and releases, and more in-
tentional vocal expression will allow us to soar well into the A-level, 
while maintaining our story believability.  This means we’ll have to work 
even more diligently in the “gym” (think back to Peter Cunningham’s 
coaching at Harmony University) where we focus intensely on the de-
tails, then expect you to implement those things individually so we can 
make high level art together! 

A lot of really great points were given to us through the evaluations, 
and I was so pleased with the number of guys that were present.  The 
evals only mean something if (1) we are all there to be part of it, and (2) 
we actually use the feedback given to improve upon what we already 
have! 

I was so proud of our representation, and I truly believe that we are 
singing better than we ever have.  Our fundamentals are becoming 
stronger with every contest, and “beautiful singing” is truly becoming a 
default place for us.  It’s now time to really focus on a high level of  

(Continued on page 9) 

Theo Hicks  

Fall Contest—What did we learn? 
By Theo Hicks, CCS Music Director 

Theo Hicks and Kyle Kitzmiller 
Photo by Vaut Shot Photography 
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polish and refinement that will allow us to sing comfortably on stage, and represent the level of excellence 
we are striving to achieve with each performance. 

On a side note, we saw many chapter quartets perform that weekend.  On the non-competition side, we 
saw Late Shift (CCS members Tim Martin, Andrew Myer, Bob Kendall, and Adam Winans), Playlist (former 
CCS members Bryan Hughes, Joe Bourne, and Scott Trout), Instant Classic (CCS members David Zimmer-
man, Theo Hicks, Kohl Kitzmiller, and Kyle Kitzmiller), and Forefront (former CCS members Aaron 
Hughes and Kevin Hughes) perform on the QCA Show of Champions, along with several other past district 
champions in the QCA chorus. It was a wonderful show, with a special appearance of Keep ‘Em Guess-
in’ (featuring past CCS members Aaron Hughes, Bryan Hughes. and Kurt Vogel), who were celebrating the 
15th anniversary of their championship. 

Last, but certainly not least, I want to wish a huge congratulations to our members who competed in the 
quartets throughout the weekend - Three Handsome Gentlemen (with CCS members Marc Hagan and Ste-
ve Warner), placing sixth with a 64.7% average; The Rush (with CCS members Steve McCullough, Don 
Brown, Sonny Griffith, and Larry Anthony) placing third with a 70.8% average; Seventh Degree (with CCS 
member Joe Schmidt and former CCS member Kurt Vogel) placing second with a 73.5% average; and our 
district champion quartet, Insight (with CCS member Phil Griggs), with a 77.7% average! And let’s not forget 
CCS member David Bjork, who was our Contest Administrator for the weekend! 

I am so proud of all the ways Circle City Sound has represented our chapter at the district conven-
tion.  Thank you for your dedication to being excellent, and I am excited to continue moving forward to-
gether as we prepare for the International  chorus contest next summer! 

(Continued from page 8) Contest 

-photo by Vaut Shot Photography 
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The land of the free, because of the brave 
By Scott Bradford, VP Music and Performance 

Circle City Sound will host a Veterans Tribute event on Monday, November 12 at 6:30 pm at Christ 
Lutheran Church, honoring our local veterans with an evening of music and food.   

A menu of All-American food will be available - hot dogs, nachos, ice cream and a beverage - all 
free.  Doors will open at 6:30 pm and a concert will follow, featuring Circle City Trumpets and in-
spiring barbershop music from Circle City Sound to salute the men and women of our armed forc-
es.    

The focus of this program is not only an evening sharing our music and honoring those who have 
served our nation, but also raising funds for a worthy cause.  Retired Captain Arne Pedersen will be 
our guest speaker and Ron Collins and the Beech Grove American Legion will open the program as 
we honor our flag and country.  

A free will offering will be collected for Hoosier Veterans Assistance Foundation (HVAF) for their 
work with local veterans.   HVAF helps homeless veterans return to self-sufficiency and engages at 
risk veterans to prevent them from becoming homeless by providing supportive housing, case man-
agement, food, hygiene and clothing as well as other essential services.  They are a leader in veteran 
services and the largest nonprofit provider of comprehensive services for veterans in Indiana.  Last 
year, 2,259 veterans had a safe place to sleep, and 1,205 family members including 554 children re-
ceived the counseling and guidance they needed to help them become self-sufficient, all through 
HVAF’s efforts in our community.   

Please consider giving generously to this worthy cause. 
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The Lighter Side 

 Two windmills are standing in a field and one asks the other, “What kind of music do you like?”  

 The other says, “I’m a big metal fan.”  

The Sound Corner 

Getting to know Dwight Nash, 59-year member 
By Terry Bynum, CCS Board Member at Large 

Welcome to the reboot of The Sound Corner—a brief look at our Circle City Sound members.   

First up in our latest attempt at getting to know one another is Dwight Nash.  
Dwight helps anchor the bass section at CCS (although he admitted to me he used 
to be a baritone, and that is his favorite part). He has been with the Barbershop 
Harmony Society for a fantastic 59 years!! 

Dwight explained to me how he discovered our art form, way back in 1959. “I was 
in high school, and my teacher told us about a different kind of a cappella singing 
called barbershop harmony.  She said it was just for guys (back then), and asked if 
anyone would be interested in trying it. For some unknown reason to this day, my 
hand shot up, and she matched me up with three other fellas.  We learned ‘Tell Me 
Why,’ and what else but ‘Coney Island Baby.’  We did all right. We performed at the 
Indiana School Music Association contest.  We won small silver medals.  Soon a 
couple of the guys graduated, and that ended the quartet. But later, a year or so 

after I was out of high school, my dad was reading the Fort Wayne paper, and came across a little article 
saying that SPEBSQSA had a local chapter, and he asked if I'd be interested.  I said, ‘Yeah, I would!’  I think I 
signed up that very night.” 

Dwight has held just about every office imaginable in Fort Wayne’s Summit City Chorus, from 1959 on.  He 

also directed his Summit City brothers for quite a while, as well as singing in several quartets over the 
years.  

In 2012, Circle City Sound won the Cardinal District Chorus championship, putting them in line to go to In-
ternational in July 2013 in Toronto, Canada. “I'd always wanted to perform on the International stage, and I 
knew it wasn't going to happen in a quartet, so I drove south and joined CCS. It's about a two hour drive. It's 
been worth every penny, every minute and every mile. I'm getting my barbershop itch scratched down 
here!” 

Dwight’s high point in barbershop in his 59 years?  He says that's easy—when Instant Classic won the Inter-
national Quartet Championship in 2015. “We're so fortunate to have such talented men on our music team.  
This is the GOLD place to be!!” 

 A final thought from the veteran music man: “It doesn't matter where you are, Barbershoppers are really 
great people!” 

Dwight Nash 
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The lyrics to “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” are an English translation of a poetic, metrical 

variation on seven Latin antiphons that are sung at the Office of Vespers (Evening Prayer) in 

the traditional Roman Breviary on the nights of December 17-December 23.  The original anti-

phons are, in order (courtesy of FishEaters.com): 

DECEMBER 17 

O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti, at-

tingens a fine usque ad finem, suaviterque dispo-

nens omnia: veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae. 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, and order all 

things far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge show, 

and cause us in her ways to go. 

DECEMBER 18 

O Adonai, et Dux domus Israel, qui Moysi in igne 

flammae rubi apparuisti, et ei in Sina legem dedisti: veni ad redimendum nos in brachio exten-

to. 

O come, Adonai, Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height, in ancient times didst give 

the law in cloud and majesty and awe. 

DECEMBER 19 

O Radix Iesse, qui stas in signum populorum, super quem continebunt reges os suum, quem 

Gentes deprecabuntur: veni ad liberandum nos, jam noli tardare. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan's tyranny; from depths of hell Thy people 

save, and give them victory o'er the grave. 

DECEMBER 20 

O Clavis David, et sceptrum domus Israel; qui aperis, et nemo claudit; claudis, et nemo aperit: 

veni et educ vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in tenebris, et umbra mortis. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home; make safe the ways that 

lead on high, and close the path to misery. 

 
(Continued on page 13) 

  The Songs We Sing:   

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
Submitted by Arturo Mondello 
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DECEMBER 21 

O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae, et sol justitiae: veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et 

umbra mortis. 

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; disperse the gloomy 

clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight. 

DECEMBER 22 

O Rex Gentium, et desideratus earum, lapisque angularis, qui facias utraque unum: veni, et 

salva hominem, quem de limo formasti. 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife and quarrels 

cease; fill the whole world with heaven's peace. 

DECEMBER 23 

O Emmanuel, Rex et legifer noster, exspectatio gentium, et Salvator earum: veni ad salvandum 

nos Dominus Deus noster. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until 

the Son of God appear. 

The first letters of each Latin title given to Jesus - Sapientia, Adonai, Radix, Clavis, Oriens, 

Rex, Emmanuel - when written backwards, spell out the following phrase: 

ERO CRAS. 

The Latin translation of which is: 

TOMORROW, I WILL COME. 

(Continued from page 12) Song 
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Your chapter offers a big THANK YOU to the fol-
lowing members and their families who have gen-
erously supported the Harmony Foundation 
through their gifts to the Ambassadors of Song 
program or the President’s Council and have also 
sent a portion of their donations back to our chap-
ter.  During the period January through June 2018, 
these members sent a total of $1,748.47 to the 
Greater Indianapolis Chapter through their Donor 
Choice options. 

Steve and Becky Cline 

Jim and Barb DeBusman 

Dave Fouts 

Paul Gabriel 

Gary and Linda Garitson 

Phil Griggs 

Duane Henry and  

      Micci Richardson 

Jimmy and Teresa Hinkle 

George Houk 

Craig Johnson 

Vic Kendall 

Steve and Pat King 

Skipp and Nancy Kropp 

Brad and Ann McAlexander 

Steve and Cindy McCullough 

Steve and Vicki McPherson 

John McQuistion 

Dwight Nash 

Greg and Jane Roembke 

Jim Sauder 

Patrick Stevens 

Jerry and Pamela Troxel 

John and Elaine Weiss 

James Woodruff 

Dave Zimmerman 

News of our Members 

Jonathan Hinkle ran the Detroit Marathon on Sunday, October 21, finishing in 4 

hours 18 minutes. This was Jonathan’s second marathon run. After the race he said, “I 

never want to do a marathon again. But that feeling won’t last.”  Congratulations, 

Jonathan! 

 

Kipp Buckner has fulfilled a lifelong dream by beginning to record some solo tracks of 

his original songs. Check out his releases of “Abide” and “By the Grace of God” on Am-

azon, iTunes and Spotify, or wherever you get your digital music.  Way to go, Kipp! 

 

 

Theo Hicks will be giving the Keynote Address at the upcoming 2019 Barbershop Har-

mony Society Midwinter Convention.  The convention runs from January 23-26, in 

Nashville, Tennessee.  The keynote will be Thursday, January 24 at 2:00 pm.  Wow 

‘em, Theo! 
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The election of officers was held at the September 17 chapter meet-

ing. Officers for the Greater Indianapolis Chapter for 2019 will be: 

President - Kyle Kitzmiller 

VP Music & Performance - Kohl Kitzmiller 

VP Program & Events - Kevin Cline 

VP PR & Marketing - Brent Vaught 

VP Membership & Chapter Development - Kevin Bailer 

VP Community Engagement - Derek Bailer 

Treasurer - Jerry Troxel 

Secretary - Frank Bynum 

Board Member at Large - Larry Klein 

Board Member at Large - David Pygman 

Board Member at Large - Terry Bynum 

Immediate Past President - Greg Roembke 

Partying with Holiday Spirit 
By Kevin Cline, VP Program and Events 

 

With the year quickly coming to a close and Christmas right 
around the corner, what better way to share our 2018 memories 
together than with a party! Friday, December 7, our guys and their 
families are all invited to join the celebration. The party will be 
held at Woodland Country Club in Carmel with a start time of 7:00 
p.m. We will be enjoying an Italian Feast which includes a premium 
pasta bar, fresh Caesar salad and breadsticks. 

There will be games for the whole family to enjoy, along with holiday cheer in song, of course! 
Cost is $24 for adults and $12 for kids (5-12). Come to hear an encore performance from some of 
our great chapter quartets and enjoy a sing-a-long with the chorus. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there enjoying a relaxing evening filled with laughter and memories to share for years 
to come! 

To ensure your reservation, please have payment in full 
 to Kevin Cline by Monday, December 3.   
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Notes from the September Board of Directors meeting 

Six past members’ Member Expense Account balances 
were transferred to the Operating Fund as per CCS policy. 

The resignation of Craig Johnson from the CCS BOD was 
accepted. The recommendation to accept Brent Vaught to 
become the VP PR & Marketing replacing Craig was also 
accepted. 

A proposal by Terry Bynum regarding CCS’s participation 
in World Singing Day 2019 (third Saturday of October 2019)  
was sent to the Music Team for review and direction.  

PR/Marketing Vision 2019. Brent Vaught outlined project goals for next year that will provide more expo-
sure for CCS. He has numerous ideas regarding the use of our current sponsors in both exposure and sup-
port of  CCS. 

Jerry Troxel reminded the BOD the need to complete the policies regarding: 1) Chapter Quartets on CCS 
Shows and 2) Chapter support of chapter members of quartets competing in International contests.  

Kyle Kitzmiller mentioned the need to have job descriptions of not only board members but also the other 
jobs needed to keep our chorus well managed. 

Notes from the October Board of Directors meeting 

Jerry Troxel announced that after CCS involvement of 9 seasons we have surpassed the quarter million 
dollar mark in Lucas Oil revenue.  We will celebrate with cake at rehearsal Monday, Oct. 22.  

At the request of Becky Cline, Jerry presented two proposals concerning the Lucas Oil commission struc-
ture. The first was that the upcoming Garth Brooks Lucas Oil event be treated as an “extra” event, and 
each member working the event be credited with 100% commission to their Member Expense Account, of 
the payment from Centerplate. This proposal was approved. The second proposal was that the Lucas Oil 
commission be restructured as follows: 1-4 events, 40%, 5-6 events, 50%, 7-8 events, 60%, 9-10 events, 
70%, 11+ events, 80%. There was much discussion about the Lucas Oil situation as a whole. Consensus was 
reached that the entire Lucas Oil project, including commission structure, be examined at length, but this 
specific proposal was not approved at this time.  

Kyle Kitzmiller discussed the possibility of going outside our chorus to help staff the Lucas Oil events.  He 
will approach Capital City Chorus to see if they are interested, and possibly the Indianapolis Arts Chorale. 

Scott Bradford informed the board that an unnamed sponsor has agreed to underwrite food costs for the 
Veterans Day performance, with the result being that there will be no charge for food.  Free-will donations 
will be accepted. 

The Indy Fuel Hockey team has scheduled CCS to sing the National Anthem at a game Friday night January 
25.  CCS must buy 50 tickets at $16 each.  Brent was directed to talk with the team to see if we could 
change the date to the Sunday afternoon game on March 24, due to Theo, Dave and Scott all being unavail-

(Continued on page 17) 

Chapter Board Meeting Summaries 
by Frank Bynum, Chapter Secretary 
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Late Shift 

2014 Cardinal District  
Quartet Champions 

(L to R): Tim Martin (TE), Andrew 
Myer (LD), Adam Winans (BS), Bob 

Kendall (BR) 

Contact: Andrew Myer,  
(765) 532-1552   

Photo by Ann McAlexander

Instant Classic 
2015 International  

Quartet Champions 

(L to R): Kohl Kitzmiller (BR), Kyle 
Kitzmiller (BS), Theo Hicks (LD), 

David Zimmerman (TE) 

Contact: Theo Hicks,  
(248) 345-2396  

Photo by Shawn York 

The Rush 

 

2018 Cardinal District  
Bronze Medalists 

(L to R): Sonny Griffith (BR), Larry 
Anthony (BS), Don Brown (LD), 

Steve McCullough (TE) 

Contact: Larry Anthony,  
(317) 459-6239  

Our Chapter Quartets 

able on the January date.  We will also ask the chorus who is available on those dates. 

Incoming Membership and Chapter Development Vice President Kevin Bailer presented his vision state-
ment for 2019. 

Brent Vaught announced that for an unknown reason, CCS participation in the Villages Christmas Party on 
December 9 has been cancelled by the Villages. Brent also announced that CCS is getting into the mer-
chandise business.  We will be offering a shirt for purchase at the Holiday Show. Further offerings to fol-
low. 

With the impending arrival of a little Kitzmiller on Christmas Day, Kyle has suggested moving the 2019 
Planning meeting earlier in December.  Tentative date is December 13, secondary date is December 29. 

The CCS Christmas Party has been scheduled for December 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Woodland Country Club, fea-
turing an Italian Buffet for $24 per person, $12 for children.  Kevin Cline has been asked to look into other 
options, particularly the Market District.  

(Continued from page 16) Board 
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Barbershopper of the Month, July 
By Scott Bradford, VP Music and Performance 

 

Theo Hicks stands in front of us as a chorus weekly.  It's no secret that his ability 
to demonstrate musical passages and the interpretation of the music is done with 
a remarkable tone that few can match.  We, as a chorus, shake our heads when he 
sings, as if to say, "Dang, that's a voice!"   

His passion as a director is so obvious in his preparation, leadership and especially 
in his belief in us as a chorus.  He truly loves each of us and the vision he has for 
the chorus' potential.    

His nomination in July was for the EXTRA-ordinary effort he put into the chorus 
sessions at Harmony University for CCS.  Hours of discussions with the coaches, 
coordination of guests, schedules, meetings as well as the obvious preparation of 
the suggestions and tools each clinician gave to us hourly.  Score study, dialogue 
with the music team and self-reflection were obvious parts of his valued time the 

whole week.  He had quartet responsibilities, arranging and coaching sessions with other HU participants, 
performance demands and took course work and private conducting lessons all while managing the needs 
of CCS.     

Theo, we thank you!  We appreciate your dedication and musicianship! 

 

Barbershopper of the Month, August 
By Scott Bradford, VP Music and Performance 

 

Kohl Kitzmiller was nominated for his time, commitment and incredible prepara-
tion for the Music Team. 

Kohl was recently elected Vice President of Music and Performance; he's put nu-
merous hours in recording learning tracks for our CCS performance literature.  
The flexibility, accuracy and range of his voice on these tracks is mind-blowing, 
and if you then listen to the beautiful tone and artistry while you're singing your 
part, you feel as if you're singing better and better:  “I sound good!” is that inner 
voice that is largely due to Kohl's talents. 

This nomination however, focuses on two implementations that he has developed 
for CCS and the music team.  Kohl has created templates, forms, feedback rubrics, 
and timeline documents to assist in the Part Submission expectation of the chorus.  
As our chorus grows in and toward excellence, Kohl took the initiative to lead this project.  The tools he's 
given the music evaluators has helped to create more reliable and focused feedback in a more timely man-
ner.    The second project came earlier in the year where he provided teaching and practical aides for the 
visual performance growth of the chorus.  Small videos, a glossary of terms and the vision for this program 
as well will move CCS into the next level of excellence within our performances collectively and inde-
pendently. 

Thanks, Kohl! 

 

Kohl Kitzmiller 

Theo Hicks  
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Chapter statistics as of November 1, 2018 
 

Chapter members:  112 

Average years of service: 20 

Number of active chorus members:  67 (60%) 
11/4  Kevin Cline 

11/6  Jerry Troxel 

11/8  Bob Kendall 

11/13 John Hicks 

11/18 Mark Hagn 

11/20 Jim Beehler 

11/20 Jason Spires 

11/21 Gene Newcombe 

12/5  Craig Johnson 

12/6  Steve Cline 

12/7  Steve Warner 

12/11 David Meade 

12/13 Jimmy Hinkle 

12/15 Steve McCullough 

12/23 Allen Korty 

12/27 Drew Stainbrook 

12/30 Jack Shaffer 

Lucas Oil project passes the $250K mark 
Our Lucas Oil fundraiser project, 
begun in 2010 to support our chap-
ter and member expenses for com-
peting in International contests, 
reached a major milestone last 
month. The revenue brought in 
from this project has now exceed-
ed a quarter of a million dollars!  
This is a major accomplishment 
made possible by lots of CCS mem-
bers, past and present, with assis-
tance and support from their fami-
lies. 

 

CCS celebrated this major event on October 22 with a cake created by David Pygman (check out those 
edible dollar bills with CCS member photos!) and punch provided by the CCS Ladies Group. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-6060520
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Diamond : $1500 
Chick-Fil-A 
Natural Wood Solutions 
  

Platinum : $750 
Vic Kendall 
  

Gold : $500 
Skipp and Nancy Kropp 
Lomba Tech 
The Roembke Family 
  

Silver : $250 
Capital City Chorus 
The Exercise Coach 
Robert and Helen Glenn 
Duane Henry & Micci Richardson 
Hoffman Law Group 
Indianapolis Arts Chorale 
Indianapolis Indians 
Indianapolis Women's Chorus 
Kaiser & Associates 
Steve and Vicki McPherson 
David Pygman  
South Central Indiana REMC 
  

Bronze : $150 
Cochran Agencies 
Handyman Services by Jimmy 
    Hinkle 
James and Teresa Hinkle 
Instant Classic Quartet 
Marten Transport 
Northview Church 
Provider Financial 
Ray Skillman Southside Imports 
Susan and Jeff Spires 
Jerry and Pam Troxel 
WIBC 
  

Partner : $75 
Gary Bacon, DDS 
Nancy Baird, MD 
Scott Beverley 
Billingsley Chiropractic Center 
PC 
Bolden's Dry Cleaners 
Scott and Carla Bradford 
Tom and Bonnie Bradley 
Brett Brenczewski 
Frank & Sheila Bynum 
China Garden 
Steve Cline - Master Gardener 
Debi Fouts 
 Jim DeBusman 
 El Camino Real Mexican  
      Restaurant 
 Henn Family 
 Theodore Hicks 
 George Houk 
 Edward Jones - Tony Fudge 
 Kyle Kitzmiller 
 State Farm Ins. - Keith Eberg 
 Worthmore Academy 
 David Zimmerman 
  

 
 

Patron : $25 
 Derek, Tonisha, & Scarlett Bailer 
 Kevin & Donna Bailer 
 Bob Boehmer 
 Terry and Vicki Bynum 
 Will Carlson & Elisabeth  
     Henn-Calrson 
 Bill and Lorraine Chisler 
 Kevin & Sarah Cline 
 Steve Erdosy 
 Dave and Debi Fouts 
 Lewis E. Gillespie and Kay  
     Brennan Gillespie 
 Bob Hoffman 
 Donna Hoffman 
 Craig Johnson 
 Steve and Pat King 
 Kohl Kitzmiller 
 Larry and Olivia Klein 
 Steve & Cindy McCullough 
 In tribute to Phil Miller 
 Dwight Nash and Marilyn Rafter 
 Dan and Becky Pritchard 
 Jane and Greg Roembke 
 Jim and Judy Sauder 
 Patrick and Stephanie Stevens 
 Lisa Talley, MD 
 John and Elaine Weiss 
 James Woodruff 
 Joan Woodruff 

Proud sponsors of Circle City Sound 
June 2018—May 2019 
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