
In 2005, my high school quartet named Insignia competed in 
what was then called the International Collegiate Quartet 
Contest, held in Salt Lake City.  In fact, that quartet was how 
Kyle Kitzmiller and I started singing together, over 14 years 
ago.  The contest was held in the very venue that Circle City 
Sound just performed in this past summer. 

That convention was the very first International convention I 
had ever attended.  The experience was so incredible and left 
such an impression on me that I decided to never miss anoth-
er International again. Sure enough, I have been to the past 15 
International conventions in a row.  It’s a place to meet new 
friends, reconnect with old friends, and hear some of the best 
Barbershop in the world. Who wouldn’t want to go? 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

Our chapter mission:  To enhance lives by performing with excellence and  

encouraging singing within our community.   
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By Theo Hicks, CCS Music Director and Lead of Instant Classic 
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5 Years Ago (2014) 

Indiana Wesleyan University was the site 
for the 2014 Cardinal District Harmony Ex-
plosion Camp. A record 97 students partici-
pated in the camp July 16-19, which includ-
ed a free show featuring the campers and 
past district champs, Keep ‘Em Guessin’ and 
Instant Classic. At the July 1, 2014 meeting 
of the Barbershop Harmony Society’s Board 
of Directors, in Las Vegas, our Chapter 
President, Skipp Kropp, was elected to the office of Executive Vice Pres-
ident effective January 1, 2015. He has served in several offices in CCS 
and at that time was a 42-year member of the Society. Skipp also served 
as President of the Johnny Appleseed District and was their BOTY in 
2001. 

At the annual meeting of PROBE (Public Relations Officers and Bulletin 
Editors) organization in Las Vegas on July 3, it was announced that our 
chapter bulletin, The Beat, and its editor, Jerry Troxel, were winners of 
the 2014 International Bulletin Contest. The Beat was the best of the 11 
bulletins submitted, and our newsletter also won the contest in 2011 
(Notes taken from The Beat, Vol. 45, Issue 8, August 2014, Jerry Troxel, 
Editor). 

Ten Years Ago (2009) 

The 2009 International Barbershop Harmony Society convention was 
held in Anaheim, California. The host chapter was the Masters of Harmo-
ny. The first place chorus champion was the Ambassadors of Harmony, 
from St. Charles, Missouri, with a score of 97.5%, beating the perennial 
winner the Vocal Majority from Dallas, Texas. Under the direction of Jim 
Henry, the AOH performance included an arrangement of “76 Trom-
bones.” The quartet contest included CCS Director Garry Texeira in 17th 
place with his quartet TKO. The winner of the quartet contest was 
Crossroads (also from the St. Charles chapter) and included tenor Fred 
Farrell, lead Mike Slamka, bass Jim Henry, and baritone Brandon Guy-
ton. In the Collegiate Quartet Contest, our own Instant Classic was in 
eighth place. 

Chapter Notes: Dave Hawkins and Greg Emmanuel were accepted as 
chapter members; Dr. Greg Lyne coached the chapter on August 7 and 8; 
Andrew Myer was appointed as Assistant Chorus Director; and the 
chapter checking account contained a balance of $18,722.14 (Material 
taken from The Beat, Vol. 40, Issue 8, August 2009, Jerry Troxel, Editor). 

Calendar  

of Events 
 

Penrod Arts Fair 
Saturday, September 7 

Booth all day 

Performance at Noon 

Newfields (IMA) 

Indianapolis 
 

CCS Performance at  

Summer Concert Series 
Sunday, September 8, 6:00 pm 

Chapel Hill UMC 

963 N. Girls School Road 

Indianapolis  
 

CCS Performance with 

Avon’s Men’s Choirs 
Wed., September 18, 6:15 pm 

Avon High School 

6969 E County Rd 150 S  

Avon, Indiana 
 

Cardinal District Fall  

Convention and Contests 
October 4-5 

Columbus North High School 

Columbus, Indiana 
 

CCS Veterans Program 
Monday, November 11, 7:00 pm 

(location TBA) 

Indianapolis 
 

CCS Christmas Show: 

“What the Dickens!” 
Sat., December 14, 2:00 pm 

Center Grove Theater 

2717 S. Morgantown Rd. 

Greenwood, Indiana 

Members: For detailed infor-

mation on all chapter perfor-

mances check your Yahoo! 

Group emails or go to: 
www.circlecitysound.org 

and visit the 

Members Only section 

The deadline for the Oct/Nov  

issue of The BEAT  is  
Wednesday, Sept. 25.  

Send articles to:  

jerry@troxels.com 

Strolling down harmony lane 
A monthly look back at our chapter’s history 

by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian 

  

Lew Gillespie 

http://www.circlecitysound.org
http://www.circlecitysound.org/index.asp?p=7&c=0
mailto:jerry@troxels.com
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The results are in!  The International Chorus contest was won by The Westminster Chorus, with a score of 
97.9%.  Signature is the new Quartet Champion (93.8%), and Wildfire won the Next Generation Varsity 

Quartet contest (80.7%). 

Our Cardinal District competitors represented us well, finishing as follows: 

Quartets 

• Playlist (J. Bourne, B. Hughes, P. Garmire, S. Trout) - 37th place, 79.1% 

• Seventh Degree (K. Vogel, C. St. John, J. Schmidt, K. Huber) - 57th place, 75.4% 

 Chorus 

• Circle City Sound (Gtr. Indianapolis) - 18th place, 82.6%, 51 men on stage. 
 

Cardinal District arrangers' charts were prominently featured throughout the convention, including (but 
not limited to): 

• Aaron Dale: Westminster and Zero8 choruses, and quartets Throwback, Midtown and Pratt Street 
Power 

• Theo Hicks: Central Standard and Circle City Sound choruses, and quartets Signature, Quorum and 
Pratt Street Power 
 

• Patrick McAlexander: Central Standard, Sound of the Rockies and Music City choruses, and quartets 
Throwback, Quorum, Rooftop Records and The Newfangled Four 
 

• Kohl Kitzmiller: Circle City Sound chorus, and quartets Signature, Quorum and The Newfangled Four 
 

• David Zimmerman - The Newfangled Four quartet 

Also, congratulations are in order for Jeremy Brann, member of the Lexington Chapter's Kentuckians Cho-
rus, for his election to the Barbershop Harmony Society's Board of Directors, as a Board Member at Large.  

Signature 

International Convention Recap 
From the Cardinal Connection, July 2019, Jerry Troxel, Editor 

Westminster Chorus, directed by Justin Miller 
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2019 HIGHLIGHTS 

While the venue and the city were the same, there were so many wonderfully different experi-
ences in Salt Lake City.  Among them include: 

Scooters, bikes and trains. 

Jim Sauder and Jim DeBusman receiving their 50
-year membership pins. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

SLC 
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So many amazing choruses to visit, including the Vocal Majority Gold Medal Hour. Performing 
the “Hymn to Freedom” with the audience on Friday night, courtesy of the Vocal Majority. 

Coaching with the incomparable Cy Wood and Scott Kitzmiller! 

 

The (too) many performances of Instant 
Classic throughout the week, including 
the mic test on Wednesday, the Associa-
tion of International Champions (AIC) 
Show on Thursday, and the Saturday 
Night Spectacular. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

SLC 
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And, most importantly, the International Chorus Contest with you, Circle City Sound. 

We have so much to be proud of from the convention.  In addition to the contest statistics, our 
focus throughout the week was exhilarating and intense, and we had some great moments of fel-
lowship, including our Friday lunch together and the special toast on Thursday night.   

 

THE DATA 

For my number crunchers (because I know you’re out there), here are some interesting facts: 

• We had 51 men on the risers for the performance (we were the 10th largest chorus). 

• Both songs we sang were arranged by members of our chapter. There were only five other 
chapters whose entire set was arranged by a member (or members) of their chorus: Toronto 
Northern Lights, The Ambassadors of Harmony, Music City Chorus, Voices of Gotham, and 
The Palmetto Vocal Project. 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

SLC 
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• We placed 18th in the world, with the highest score we’ve had since the 2015 international 
contest.   

As we look ahead, one of my wish list items is to get 80 members on the risers for the 2021 
Cleveland International Contest.  If you look at our past several Internationals, what do you no-
tice? 

My analysis of the data brings me to a few observations: 

• Our highest score (2010) was achieved when we had 75 members on the risers. 

• Our highest score (2010) was NOT our highest placement. 

• We hit our fourth-highest score at International this year (2019), even though our participa-
tion numbers in comparison to past years are lower. 

There are many determining factors for receiving a certain score.  And it’s true, a higher number 
of singers doesn’t mean your score will be better (compare the score/singer ratio in 2011 and 
2017 for example).  However, 2010 had the most members on the International stage in our chap-
ter’s recent history, and our top two highest International scores in our chapter’s history are 
when we had 70 or more members singing. 

What’s even more encouraging - if we did a side-by-side comparison of singing, performance, 
and musical quality (the actual performances, not just the numbers) - I think you would hear the 
constant improvement path we have been on, and how our chorus is much different than it used 
to be.  

Also, if we take the number of singers into consideration, this is the highest we’ve ever scored 
with as few as 51 members.  That shows that the skill level of each member is improving, 
though the actual number of singers may not be increasing. 

So, can you imagine what 80 CCS members would sound like now?? 

 

Do you think it’s impossible to get 80 singers within two years?  That would mean about 30 more 
singers than we had at this International.  If you think it’s a tall order, there’s one more statistic I 
want to bring to light. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

SLC 

International Year 2010 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 

MUS Score 87.1 81.0 84.5 83.0 79.2 82.6 

PER Score 82.1 81.5 84.1 83.0 85.9 82.2 

SNG Score 84.2 82.6 83.6 83.3 80.1 83 

Overall Score 84.5 81.7 84.1 83.1 81.7 82.6 

# of Singers 75 68 70 63 51 51 

Placement 13th 16th 7th 13th 23rd 18th 
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Free Veterans Day Concert 
Monday, November 11, 2019  

More details in our next newsletter 

In the 2009 District spring contest, our chorus had 42 members compete (and received a 
75.0%).  

In the 2010 International contest (a little over a year later), our chorus had 75 members com-
pete (and received an 84.5%). 

So, how were we able to accomplish that? 

• Excitement - for the future of CCS! 

• Commitment - to bringing in new 
people, inviting anyone and every-
one! 

• Dedication - to continue to build 
and refine a strong culture built on 
musical excellence and brother-
hood. 

As we look ahead… I’m excited for the 
possibilities that lie ahead!  But we 
can’t get there without YOU! 

(Continued from page 8) SLC 
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I will admit up front, it is a little diffi-
cult to put my thoughts about Inter-
national down on paper, since I’m still 
processing the experience. This past 
Fourth of July week was not only the 
first time I have ever participated in 
the International Barbershop Conven-
tion; it is also the only time in my life 
that I have been part of a competitive 
choir at the international level. When 
I first realized that, by joining Circle 
City Sound, I would be facing the possibility of 

competing on the world stage, I admit I was more 
than a little overwhelmed.  

When I joined CCS, it had been over a year since I 
burned myself out singing for too many Masses at 
my church and over six years since I had sung in a 
professional ensemble of any kind. I was happy to 
sing again, but I honestly was not sure if I had it in 
me to perform, especially in a competitive atmos-
phere—I figured that I would most likely be a liabil-
ity to the group if I even tried. Performing at the 
Fall and Spring District Competitions did a great 
deal to reduce that insecurity, especially since we 
consistently won first place, but that feeling did 
not leave me fully until after our week together at 
Harmony University last summer. 

The fact that we were able to make such wonderful 
music with the right motivation and the right 
mindset finally gave me the confidence to say to 
myself, “I can do this. I can make something beau-
tiful. I can make an impact on people. I have what 
it takes to perform. I am worthy of being here.”  

That confidence continued to grow through the 
Christmas and Annual Shows, especially after I 
bucked up the courage to audition for the Very 
Large Quartets, and was almost at 100% by the 
time we reached Salt Lake City. I think the one 
thing that still held me back a little was the all-too-
natural concern about whether or not we would 
get a high score and what it would say about us if 

we did not place in the top five. The 
wonderful motivational speeches by 
Theo Hicks, Cy Wood and Scott 
Kitzmiller definitely did a lot to alle-
viate that last nagging doubt, but I 
think what truly put me over the top 
and helped me realize what really 
mattered there at International was 
going to the AIC Family Harmony 
Show the night before we performed. 

It is a tad ironic that these thoughts 
came to me while I was watching a show made up 
entirely of International Champion quartets, but 
even so, a truth I had forgotten or neglected finally 
became clear: It does not matter in the slightest 
what score we get tomorrow or where we place on 
the list of top Barbershop choruses in the world; the 
point is that we all made the effort to get here, to 
sing something beautiful, and to help people make 
memories that will last a lifetime. Heaven knows, I 
will definitely remember that AIC show for the rest 
of my life – especially the wonderful performance 

by our own Instant Classic (that was the second 

time I heard their amazing “Shenandoah/Simple 
Gifts” medley and it was the second time it brought 
tears to my eyes) and the amazing final number 
when the spouses and children of all the champion 

(Continued on page 11) 

A first-timer’s perspective on International 
By Arturo Mondello 

MUSIC AND THE SPOKEN WORD 

MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR AND THE VOCAL MAJORITY 
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Barbershoppers got to join them on stage.  

That feeling was only amplified when I went to the 
equally amazing Saturday Night Spectacular and 
the Music and the Spoken Word program on Sun-
day morning (that is another memory that will last 
me a lifetime—getting to see and hear the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir and the Vocal Majority perform 

live together).  

With the correct mindset firmly in place, our own 
performance on Friday flew by before I even quite 
knew it was happening. I admit to still feeling the 
teeniest bit disappointed that we only got 18th in 
the entire world, but then again, we placed 18th in 
the entire world, and we did it by making beautiful 
music that no doubt touched a lot of people’s lives; 
ergo, we did exactly what we had come to Salt 
Lake City to do, and we did a great job. 

There will always be room for improvement – as an 
aside, I think our performance of the contest set at 
the Greenfield show on July 26th was the best I 
have yet heard it—but in the end, what really mat-

ters is that we all came together from our various 
walks of life, put our best foot forward, gave an 
amazing performance that I am sure sent waves of 
goodness and beauty all across the world, and will 
hopefully continue to do so into the foreseeable 
future.   

As for me, the most I can say is that I am equal 
parts proud and humbled to be a member of such 
an excellent chorus, I am extremely grateful to 
have had (and taken) the opportunity to perform 
on the International stage, and I look forward to 
doing so again in 2021, 2023, and beyond.  

It’s great to be a Barbershopper! 

(Continued from page 10) 

First-timer 

Enjoying our time out West 

“THE BROTHERS” with Brock 

INSTANT CLASSIC JOHN WEISS WITH 3 REEN BROTHERS 
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CCS Annual Show: Giving It Away 
Saturday, June 8, 2019—Plainfield High School  

Photos by Brent Vaught 

INSTANT CLASSIC THE NEWFANGLED FOUR 

BROTHERS OF A CHORD THE RUSH 

THAT’S LIFE LATE SHIFT 

CIRCLE CITY SOUND 
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A Strong Performance at the  
Indiana Choral Directors Association 

By Theo Hicks, CCS Music Director 

 

The Indiana Choral Directors Association (ICDA) is the local chapter of the American Choral Directors As-
sociation (ACDA), where choral directors collaborate, share ideas, and learn from one another in a way to 
promote choral music around the country.  ACDA is a non-profit music organization composed of over 
18,000 choral musicians representing schools, colleges and universities, industry and institutional organi-
zations, houses of worship, and community and professional choirs.   

The mission of ACDA is to inspire excellence in choral music through education, performance, composi-
tion, and advocacy.  The organization accomplishes this goal through several conferences per year. There 
are numerous local and regional conferences per year, and a national conference bi-annually. For these 
kinds of individual conferences, a director (or administrative leader) typically needs to submit an applica-
tion to perform at the event, which includes several record-
ings of the group within the past year, as well as some infor-
mation about the group and its mission.  These conferences 
are looking for choral groups that perform at a high level, 
provide a unique experience from other groups, and can 
inspire, educate, and entertain the conference attendees. 

The past several years, the Barbershop Harmony Society 
(BHS) has been working closely in partnership with ACDA 
and Hal Leonard Corporation in an effort to legitimize the 
Barbershop art form to choral musicians around the world, 
to increase the exposure of the artform to music educators 
and directors, and to exchange countless resources that 
bring mutual benefit to each organization.  As such, there 
have been several groups affiliated with BHS that have ap-
plied to perform at ACDA conferences, including the West-
minster Chorus (2019 International Chorus Champion), Cen-
tral Standard Chorus (2019 International 4th Place Chorus), 
Ringmasters (2012 International Quartet Champions), and 
Crossroads (2009 International Quartet Champions), among many others. 

I have submitted Circle City Sound for several conferences in Indiana, including the National Association 
for Music Education Conference (NAfME), Indiana Music Educators Association (IMEA), and ACDA/
ICDA.  It is the nature of these proposals to not get accepted every time, as the organizers take into con-
sideration all the applications and different types of groups. However, in January of 2019, one of my advi-
sors at Ball State University (BSU), Dr. Kerry Glann, asked me “Would Circle City Sound consider headlin-
ing our summer conference at ICDA this year?”  Dr. Glann also happens to be the current president and 
organizer of ICDA. To be asked before even applying is a huge honor! Once I sent a few recordings (from 
the recording sessions we’ve held in the chapel), Dr. Glann confirmed and we were set to perform.  

Your fifty-minute performance was a wonderful success.  There were approximately 100 educators in at-
(Continued on page 14) 

Dr. Kerry Glann (President of ICDA, Ball State 

University) presenting Theo a congratulatory 

plaque for the performance. 
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tendance at the concert, and Dr. Glann was extremely pleased with the performance.  I received numerous 
compliments from educators about how impressed with the chorus they were - many congratulated you 
on the sound and blend you are able to achieve, and many others commented about how awesome it is 
that we are so involved in the community.  What a testament (from other musical directors) to your dedi-
cation for excellence in every area… Bravo! 

Opportunities like these are so important for our artform.  These performances provide a positive Barber-
shop experience with other choral musicians and expose them to a whole new world of music and fellow-
ship.  In particular, our chorus makeup shows that no matter what background you have or what age you 
are, we can still make great music together. It’s a bonus for our demographic as well that we are an all-
male chorus—one of the most difficult challenges for any mixed chorus in education is the recruitment of 
male singers, as we fight the culture of “it’s not cool for men to sing.”  You show the exact opposite, and 
you show that a male chorus can thrive in our society.  I am so proud of you! 

The local musicians were not the only ones to take notice.  Both BHS and the Association of International 
Champions (AIC) shared our success on their Facebook pages: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

ICDA 
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News of our Members 

We regret to announce that CCS member Scott Keeler passed away in February of this year and former 
member Mike Hoover passed in June. 

CCS members Jim DeBusman and Jim Sauder were honored at a BHS ceremony in Salt Lake City in Ju-
ly, celebrating all new 50-year members. Congratula-
tions! 

New CCS member Brett Heintzman has published his 

latest book, Becoming a Person of Prayer. This book and 
three of Brett’s previous books are available for purchase 
at www.freemethodistbooks.com. 

The Brothers of A Chord quartet made the Harmonizer >> 
magazine!  An image from their Fox59 National Barber-
shop Quartet Day appearance was on page 9 of the May/
June 2019 issue. 

<< Theo Hicks, with less than 24 hours notice, per-
formed with Crossroads in a 45-minute concert in New 

Orleans for the Satchmo SummerFest 2019 at the New 
Orleans Jazz Museum on Saturday, August 3.  Theo filled 
in as baritone for Brandon Guyton, who had taken ill 
upon arrival in New Orleans the previous day.  The con-
cert was broadcast on Facebook Live and replay is avail-
able via the BHS Facebook page.  #champsdeliver 

Expect this to be the first of many performances like these! More consistent exposure to choral musicians 
will increase awareness of our existence and mission, and we’ll begin to build a reputation of excellence in 
performance and outreach with them.  It may even help to bring some new members into the fold! The 
possibilities are endless. Onward, gentlemen! 

 
 

(Continued from page 14) ICDA 

“Very proud of Theo Hicks, an AU Chorale 
alum and former chorale assistant, who 
conducted a fine performance of the Cir-
cle City Sound at the ICDA Summer Con-
ference. Well done!!” 

Dr. Richard Sowers, Director of Choral 
Activities at Anderson University 

http://www.freemethodistbooks.com
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“When Johnny Comes Marching Home” is a 
popular song from the American Civil 
War that expressed people's longing for the 
return of their friends and relatives who 
were fighting in the war.  

The lyrics to the song were written by the 
Irish-American bandleader Patrick Gil-
more during the American Civil War. Its first 
sheet music publication was deposited in the 
Library of Congress on September 26, 1863, 
with words and music credited to “Louis 
Lambert.” Why Gilmore chose to publish un-
der a pseudonym is not clear, but popular 
composers of the period often employed 
pseudonyms to add a touch of romantic 
mystery to their compositions. Gilmore is 
said to have written the song for his sister 
Annie as she prayed for the safe return of 
her fiancé, Union Light Artillery Cap-
tain John O’Rourke, from the Civil War. 

Gilmore later acknowledged that the music 
was not original but was, as he put it in an 
1883 article in the Musical Herald, “a musical 
waif which I happened to hear somebody 
humming in the early days of the rebellion, 
and taking a fancy to it, wrote it down, 
dressed it up, gave it a name, and rhymed 
it into usefulness for a special purpose 
suited to the times.” 

The melody was previously published 
around July 1, 1863, as the music to the 
Civil War drinking song “Johnny Fill Up the 
Bowl.”  

The song has been recorded by Bing Cros-
by, the Andrews Sisters and others, and is 
featured in the movies Gone With the 
Wind, Yankee Doodle Dandy, Born on the 
Fourth of July, How The West Was Won, 
and Monty Python and the Holy Grail. 

  The Songs We Sing:   

“When Johnny Comes Marching Home” 
-from Wikipedia 

8/5  Jim Pyle 

8/12 Jonathan Hinkle 

8/13 Bob Boehmer 

8/13 Duane Henry 

8/15 Kohl Kitzmiller 

8/18 John Weiss 

8/28 Patrick Stevens 

8/31 Bill Campbell 

9/2  Gary Garitson 

9/10 Dwight Nash 

9/11 Lawrence Klein 

9/11 Randy Stearns 

9/20 Kurt Bailer 

9/20 Phil Schector 

9/24 Don Brown  

9/24 Ryan Smith 

9/25 Ben Geesa 

9/29 David Coleman 
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The Sound Corner 

“And the Army keeps singing along…” 
By Terry Bynum, CCS Board Member at Large 

The subject of this month's Sound Corner member biography is the 
large bearded man in the middle of the risers, Jared Bailey. Jared has 

been singing lead since joining Circle City Sound late last year.  Since 

Theo is asking us all to bring guests and potential new members, it's in-
structive to understand how Jared found us and joined us. Through mu-
tual friends, Jared met Jeff Broadfoot's daughter, and during conversa-

tion he mentioned how much he enjoys singing.  She told him about the 
chorus, and Jeff did his usual “low-key” sales job, and here we are! 

This is Jared's first experience with Barbershop harmony, although he 
had high school choir experience.  He's also an accomplished trombone 

player, playing in four different bands in high school and the Lafayette Citizens Band after he grad-

uated.  The drive to Lafayette finally became too much after he moved to Indy, so he dropped the 
band and started looking for a vocal music outlet.  

One of our recent songs has a little deeper meaning for Jared than for some of us.  He is a veteran 
of the Army Reserve and served a one-year tour in Afghanistan, so he stands a little prouder when 
we sing the “Armed Forces Medley,” especially the Army part. (Thank you for your service, Jared!) 

His Army service stands him in good stead when he's not on the risers too.  He is co-owner of a pri-
vate security company here in Indianapolis, supplying security officers and surveillance systems to 
businesses.  He says his business takes up a lot of his time, so he doesn't have a lot to do outside of 
work and CCS, although he likes to golf and go boating.  He took part in this summer’s CCS golf 
outing and has also done several charity golf events. He says he doesn't know what he shoots, since 
these are all scrambles, but “I haven't shot over par in the scrambles.” (Hint: that means he picks a 
team that's pretty good!) 

I ask each subject of these interviews if they have any tips or tricks they can share in learning their 
music.  Jared's response: “For me, at least, it really helps to get with somebody else and sing 
through stuff.  I'm really bad at singing through songs on my own and believing that what I have go-
ing on in my head is what's actually supposed to be coming out.  So going over the music with 
somebody like Greg Roembke is really awesome and works for me.” 

Work responsibilities kept Jared from being able to join us on the risers in Salt Lake City, but he's 
really looking forward to being able to sing on the International stage with us in Cleveland.  

A final thought from Jared: “You know, in the Army you have this whole brotherhood thing.  When 
you get out, you don't have that in the corporate world.  It's nice to come here on Monday nights 
and have some of that brotherhood again.” 

Jared Bailey 
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Sharing in the Arts 
by Kevin Cline, CCS VP Events 
 

On Saturday, September 7, Circle City 
Sound gets another opportunity to share 
our music within the community. Perform-
ing once again at the Penrod Arts Fair, we 
will have the pleasure of sharing the pres-
tigious Symphony Stage with other featured 
acts also invited from around the area. With 
last year’s event cancelled at the last minute due to inclement weather, we are hopeful and excited for 
better fortune this year to get the chance to spread our love for Barbershop harmony. The Penrod Arts 
Fair is located on the beautiful grounds at Newfields (Indianapolis Museum of Art). We will have the op-
portunity to share our full repertoire in hopes to not only bring joy to those who ’ve come to be enter-
tained, but also to continue to foster our efforts in building our diversity on stage.  

Entertainment on the Symphony Stage will take place from 10:00am until 3:00pm with Circle City Sound 
taking the stage right at Noon. Other featured acts that can be heard throughout the day include the Indi-
anapolis Men’s and Women’s Choruses as well as the famous Indianapolis Children’s Choir. Along with our 
performance, we will be hosting a booth where we can connect with individuals in the community who 
want to learn about future performances they can enjoy. We look forward to using this time to invite 
guests to join us Mondays to find out firsthand what makes our brotherhood so special. We are honored 
and delighted to be invited back another year to show our community what Circle City Sound is all about! 

 

CCS Summer Cookout—Sunday, August 4 

Thanks to Kurt, Polly and Brock Bailer for opening your home to us! 
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NOTES FROM THE JULY 24, 2019 BOARD MEETING 

In earlier special called meetings, the Board approved the 
recommendation of the Financial Aid Committee for a 
member applicant (#3) for the transfer from the Sharp-
shooters Fund to his Member Account to use for travel 
expense for SLC International Contest.  Also, by approved 
motions, Ryan Modrall is now our VP Marketing and Pub-

lic Relations.  Josh Hughes was approved for CCS Mem-

bership.  

Due to recent challenges in cash flow, additional revenue 
ideas are being sought, in order to maintain our many 
great programs in the future. Among these ideas are plans to begin a Kroger Rewards Program and a 
Scrips plan. These plans will be further explored by Terry Bynum. Both plans are passive sales pro-

grams which would be easy for members to pursue. Still more ideas are needed to boost our income 
stream. 

After discussion as to possible groups to feature at the upcoming Christmas Show, it was agreed that 
our 2019 performance would be done without paid outside talent. A previously used script (“What the 
Dickens – A Christmas Carol”) will be updated for the show.  As for future Christmas Shows, it was 
agreed that CCS move toward a Christmas Cabaret type show.  

In regard to CCS continuing to work at Lucas Oil, it appears that, after nine seasons, CCS is suffering 
burn-out from this profitable money maker (over $30,000 last season). Sign-ups to work are slowing, 
making it harder to man the 506 Grill.  Ideas on how to maintain this kind of revenue were discussed. It 
was agreed that it would be difficult to replace this money-making program. To maintain our many 
beneficial music programs, it was decided there would be no short-term alternatives but to continue 
working Lucas Oil at this time.  

As we have already been doing quite a bit of work in hosting District Conventions, there is now agree-
ment for CCS to share this responsibility with the Columbus-Greenwood chapter and split the district 
payment between the two chapters. 

A proposal to move our rehearsals to the Switch Theatre facility in Fishers, Indiana was made. Kyle 
Kitzmiller suggested we make the move in September. An ad hoc committee has made preliminary in-

vestigations of the venue with a positive impression of suitability. Further visits are planned, with possi-
ble board action at the August BOD meeting. 

Theo Hicks wants to strongly encourage an increase in active membership in CCS to grow to 85 by the 

time we go to contest in Cleveland (2021). He also believes that CCS should have new uniforms for the 
2021 International Contest. 

With the approval of the BOD,  Theo will pursue a “Three Cities Show” (Indianapolis, Cincinnati,  and 
Bloomington, Illinois) in 2020. This would mean replacing the 2020 CCS Annual Show with a “Three Cit-
ies in Three Days” show. 

Chapter Board Meeting Summary 
by Frank Bynum, Chapter Secretary 
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Chapter statistics as of August 1, 2019 
 

Chapter members:  111 

Average years of service: 20 

Number of active chorus members:  61 (55%) 

 

 

Our Chapter Quartets 

Instant Classic 

The Rush 

Late Shift 

Brothers of a Chord 

Fo(u)rmerly Relevant 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-6060520
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Proud sponsors of Circle City Sound 
June 2019—May 2020 

Diamond : $1500 
Chick-Fil-A, Plainfield 
  

Platinum : $750 
Duane Henry and Micci Richardson 

Victor C. Kendall 

Natural Wood Solutions  
  

Gold : $500 
Skipp and Nancy Kropp 

Steve and Cindy McCullough 
  

Silver : $250 
Capital City Chorus 

Theo Hicks Music  

Hubler Chevrolet  

Indianapolis Arts Chorale  

Indianapolis Indians  

Indianapolis Women's Chorus  

Instant Classic Quartet  

Kaiser, Huber & Associates, Ameriprise  

Late Shift Quartet  

Steve and Vicki McPherson 

David Pygman, Voice Over Professional  
  

Bronze : $150 
Beck Financial Strategies  

Robert and H. R. Glenn 

Handyman Services by Jimmy Hinkle  

Beth Prince State Farm Insurance 

Provider Financial  

Ray Skillman  

South Central Indiana REMC  

Jerry and Pamela Troxel 

Partner : $75 
Nancy Baird, MD  

Frosty Beverley 

Billingsley Chiropractic Center  

Jerry and Debi Binkley 

Bolden's Dry Cleaners 

Scott and Carla Bradford 

Tom and Bonnie Bradley 

JE Brown Electric, Inc.  

Frank and Sheila Bynum 

Steve and Becky Cline 

Steve Cline - Master Gardener 

Cremation Society of Indiana  

Dave and Debi Fouts 

Herron Associates, Inc.  

James and Teresa Hinkle 

Linda Hoffman 

Edward Jones - Tony Fudge  

KK Sounds  

Dwight Nash and Marilyn Rafter 

Rejuvenation Station  

Jane and Greg Roembke 

Jim and Judy Sauder 

Jeffery and Susan Spires 

Square Coda Inc  

Vinny's Barbershop & Shaving Parlor  

Richard Weiss 

The Zimmerman Family 

Patron : $25 
Derek and Tonisha Bailer 

Kevin and Donna Bailer 

Nolan and Mary Bottorff 

Vicki and Terry Bynum 

Bill and Lorraine Chisler 

Kevin and Sarah Cline 

Jim and Barbara DeBusman 

Ginny Gill 

Lew and Kay Gillespie 

Sonny Griffith and Mary Anne Martin 

Martha Henn 

Steve and Pat King 

Mary Mickelson 

In tribute to Phil Miller 

Dan and Becky Pritchard 

Rudy's Watch and Jewelry Repair  
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