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A very different Cardinal convention 
 

By Jerry Troxel, Editor of The Beat 
Photos by Laverne Sorrells Photography and Kathy Hawkins 

News and views from the Greater Indianapolis Chapter  

of the Barbershop Harmony Society 

 

All of our Cardinal District conventions have their own unique qualities, but this past convention, October 
4-5 in Columbus, Indiana, was very different in many ways.  A return of a champion quartet from the 
1980s, a mixed chorus, a quartet sweeping both the seniors and open contest, and let’s not forget about 
the zombies! More about that later, but first, here is a recap of the major events. 

The Louisville Thoroughbreds won the right to represent the Car-
dinal District at the International Chorus contest next summer in 
Los Angeles, with their contest package of “What Kind of Fool 
Am I?” and “If the Lord be Willing and the Creek Don’t Rise.” 

cityScape quartet captured the District Quartet championship as 

well as the right to represent our district at the Senior Quartet 
Finals at Midwinter Convention in Jacksonville, Fla., in January. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Louisville Thoroughbreds, Directed by Drew Wheaton 

cityScape 

http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.cardinaldistrict.org/
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The BEAT is published bi-monthly by 

the Greater Indianapo-

lis, Indiana, Chapter of 

the Barbershop Harmo-

ny Society, a proud 

member of the Cardinal 

District. 

Chapter Leadership 2019 
  

President 

Kyle Kitzmiller 
 

Secretary 

Frank Bynum 
  

Treasurer 

Jerry Troxel 
  

VP Chapter Development 

Kevin Bailer 
  

VP Music & Performance 

Kohl Kitzmiller 
  

VP PR & Marketing 

Ryan Modrall 
  

VP Programs & Events 

Kevin Cline 
 

VP Community Outreach 

Derek Bailer 
   

Board Members at Large 

Terry Bynum, Larry Klein, 

David Pygman 
  

Immediate Past President 

Greg Roembke 
  

Director 

Theo Hicks 
  

Assistant Director 

David Zimmerman 
  

Circle City Sound meets  
Every Monday at 7:00 p.m. at 

Christ Lutheran Church 

345 N. Kitley Ave. 

Indianapolis, Indiana  46219 

Guests are always welcome! 

The Craft Corner 

      Perfection   vs.   EXCELLENCE 

Secure the future of Barbershop harmony through your 

generous gifts to the Harmony Foundation. Provide additional 

support to your chapter and district with the Donor Choice 

option. 

  

www.harmonyfoundation.org 

Being Right             WILLING TO BE WRONG 

Fear                    RISK 

Anger and Frustration     POWERFUL 

Judgment                SPONTANEOUS    

Taking                  GIVING 

Doubt                  CONFIDENCE 

Pressure                FREE FLOWING    

A Destination            A JOURNEY 

Selfishness               TRUST 

http://www.circlecitysound.org/
http://www.cardinaldistrict.org/
http://www.harmonyfoundation.org/
harmonyfoundation.org
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Five Years Ago (2014) 

The 2014 Cardinal District Fall Convention 
was held at the Pike High School Perform-
ing Arts Center in Indianapolis on Septem-
ber 26-28.  The CCS chapter was the host 
for the convention.  Three of our quartets 
finished in the top ten:  Late Shift won the 
District Quartet Championship with the 
following members:  Tim Martin, tenor; 
Andrew Myer, lead; Adam Winans, bass; 
and Bob Kendall, baritone.  The Reen Fami-
ly Singers finished in third place, and The Rush won seventh place.  Cir-
cle City Sound won the Chorus Championship and the honor of compet-
ing in the 2015 International Convention in Pittsburgh in July 2015. 

On Saturday night of the convention, a QCA Show of Champions was 
held with the following headliner quartets performing:  Forefront, 2014 
International Silver Medalist, and Instant Classic, 2014 International Fi-
nalist quartet.  CCS was honored to have six new/re-instated members 
sing in the chorus contest:  Jim Woodruff, Frank Bynum, Tim Martin, 
Drew Stainbrook, Josh Hughes, and Kevin Cline.  Chapter statistics as 
of October 1, 2014 included 108 chapter members, average member age 
56, and average years of service, 20.  (Notes taken from The Beat, Vol. 45, 
Issue 10, October 2014, Jerry E. Troxel, Editor). 

Ten Years Ago (2009) 

The 2009 Cardinal District Fall Convention was held in Columbus, Indi-
ana on October 2-4.  In the chorus competition, CCS won first place with 
an average score of 81.6 and also won the award for the Most Improved 
Chorus.  In the quartet contest, the following quartets contained CCS 
chapter members:  First place: Anthem, 75.2; third place: Timeless, 72.8; 
fifth place: Interchange, 69.3; sixth place: River City Rhythm, 68.5; and 
tenth place: Three Longs and a Short, 62.5.   

CCS held a memorial service in September for 57-year member Phil Mil-
ler at Christ Lutheran Church.  Phil, a baritone, lived to be 98 years old 
and had sung in many quartets in his barbershop career. Participating in 
the memorial service were:  Rev. David Galbraith, a former member of 
CCS; the Muncie Magic Music Men, singing “You Raise Me Up”;  and CCS 
chapter quartet Smilin’ Through, singing “When There’s Love At Home.” 
Circle City Sound sang “When I Lift Up My Head,” “Let All Mortal Flesh,” 
“Irish Blessing,” and “The Lord’s Prayer.”  (Material taken from The Beat, 
Vol. 40, Issue 10, October 2009, Jerry E. Troxel, Editor). 

Calendar  

of Events 
 

CCS Veterans Program 
Monday, November 11, 7:00 pm 

The Sycamore at 

Mallow Run Winery 

7070 Whiteland Road,  

Bargersville, Indiana 
 

CCS Christmas Party 
Friday, December 6 

Time and location TBA 
 

CCS Christmas Show: 

“What the Dickens!” 
Sat., December 14, 2:00 pm 

Center Grove Theater 

2717 S. Morgantown Rd. 

Greenwood, Indiana 
 

Wheeler Mission  

Performance and Caroling 
Monday, December 16 

Downtown Indianapolis 
 

CCS Rehearsals  

move to Sundays 
Sunday, January 5, 2020 

6:00—9:00 pm 

Christ Lutheran Church 
 

Cardinal District  

Convention and Contests 
March 27-28, 2020 

Location TBA 
 

Annual Show 3-City Tour 
June 2020 

More information coming soon! 

 

 

Members: For detailed infor-

mation on all chapter perfor-

mances check your Yahoo! 

Group emails or go to: 
www.circlecitysound.org 

and visit the 

Members Only section 

The deadline for the Dec/Jan 

issue of The BEAT  is  
Wednesday, Nov. 20.  

Send articles to:  

jerry@troxels.com 

Strolling down harmony lane 
A monthly look back at our chapter’s history 

by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian 

  

Lew Gillespie 

http://www.circlecitysound.org
http://www.circlecitysound.org/index.asp?p=7&c=0
mailto:jerry@troxels.com
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The chorus contest featured a performance by Pitch It 
Up, the new mixed (male/female) chorus from the Eliza-
bethtown, Ky, chapter. The Saturday night QCA Show of 
Champions included many past district champion quar-
tets, the QCA Chorus and special guests, 1987 Interna-
tional Champion Quartet, Interstate Rivals. 

Circle City Sound was well-represented at this conven-
tion, as we co-hosted the event with the Columbus-
Greenwood chapter, fielded four of our chapter quartets, 
and saw several of our members participate in the QCA 
Show of Champions.  In addition, one of our members, 
Duane Henry, was inducted into the Cardinal District 

Hall of Fame—quite an honor!  See the article on page 9 for more information about Duane and this award. 

Our chapter quartets included That’s Life!, Brothers of a Chord, The Rush and Mic Jesters.  On the Friday 
night stage, Mic Jesters appeared as the aforementioned zombies, searching high and low for some brains 

to eat, but finding none, at least not in the judges’ pit! They finished in third place out of 10 quartets, be-
hind cityScape and The Guyer Boys.  Brothers of a Chord won the Novice Quartet Championship. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mic Jesters 
Steve McCullough, Ryan Modrall,  
David Pygman, David Zimmerman 

Convention 

That’s Life! 
Eric Turpen, Frank Bynum, Steve King, Jerry Troxel 

The Rush 
Don Brown, Sonny Griffith,  

Jim DeBusman, Larry Anthony 

Brothers of a Chord 
Jeff Broadfoot, Larry Klein, Kurt Bailer, Kevin Bailer 

Interstate Rivals 
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What in the Dickens is “WHAT THE DICKENS”? 
Good question!  One of the most popular CCS Christmas show 
themes was the one from 2011, where we put our own humorous 
spin on Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. In our version, 
Ebenezer Scrooge’s nephew, Ernie Scrooge, has lost his love of 
Christmas music, so his old choir teacher, Jack Marley, sends him 
3 ghostly visitors and some singers to bring him to his senses.  

Interspersed throughout the production will be our chorus songs 
and featured songs from our chapter quartets and VLQs. With 
the original script by Greg Roembke and recent enhancements 
by David Pygman, you know it will be a hoot.  

Get your tickets now for this show which will be presented one time only, at 2:00 pm on Saturday, De-
cember 14 at the Center Grove Theater in Greenwood.  Order tickets at ccs2019holiday.eventbrite.com 

News of our Members 

What could be better than being on the cover of The Harmonizer? How about being featured in a full 
page photo in the center of the magazine as well?  Half and Half, a mixed 

quartet with several CCS connections 
(CCS Member Kohl Kitzmiller, CCS fami-
ly member Kim Newcomb, CCS Coach Cy 
Wood), did just that, in the July/August 

2019 issue of The Harmonizer. Half and 
Half is well known throughout the Bar-
bershop community, having won the 2019 
Johnny Appleseed District Mixed Quartet 
Contest and having appeared on the 
World Harmony Showcase and Saturday 
Night Spectacular programs in Salt Lake 
City this past summer. 

 

Here is how Half and Half describes their quartet: 

• We are an officially registered quartet with the Barbershop Harmony Society and a 2019 District 
Champion. A mixed quartet is defined as having both male and female singers which sings unaccom-
panied 4-part harmony.  

• Why the name “Half and Half”? Half are men, half are women. Half are in Ohio, half are in Indiana. 
Half are brunette, half are blonde. Half are smart, half are....well, we will let you figure that one out 
yourself.  

• ALL of us are committed to bringing musical joy to all of our audiences. We hope to continue to pro-
mote community and inclusiveness to everyone we encounter. We want to always embody the 
“Everyone in Harmony" mission.  

http://ccs2019holiday.eventbrite.com/
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As you may know, the Music Medics idea was ini-
tially started by the Miami, Florida, chapter of BHS 
and shared at the 2016 International convention.  
During our Harmony University stay last summer, 
CCS learned about Music Medics, and we decided 
that this would be a 
great program for us to 
implement to further 
our mission of singing in 
the community and spe-
cifically to increase our 
outreach presence.  Af-
ter some difficulty in 
trying to coordinate 
with the hospitals, we 
finally had our inaugural Music Medics outing on 
Wednesday August 14, 2019 at Peyton Manning 
Children’s Hospital (PMCH). 

Admittedly, I do not think the hospital fully 
grasped what we were trying to achieve, and they 
did not really know what to expect.  We coordinat-
ed with the Music Therapy department of the hos-
pital, and they recognized the intrinsic value of 
music and the emotional lift it could provide to the 
patients, so they brought us in on faith that we 
would have a positive impact, and did we ever! 

When we arrived in the hospital lobby for our first 
set and there were only a couple families in the 
lobby, I will admit that I was a little disappointed.  
After months of coordination, flyer creation, and 
just trying to get our foot in the door, I expected a 
bigger crowd.  The explanation came soon after, 
that over half of the hospital was on quarantine, 
and those patients were not allowed out of their 
rooms, since the general environment could have 
been harmful to their health.  Since PMCH is only a 
60-bed facility, that meant that we only had a po-
tential audience of about 20 families at best, so the 
audience was going to be limited. 

Of course, this did not faze the men of CCS one 
bit!  Everyone involved gave 100% effort and sang 
to that audience with every bit as much energy 

and effort as they would have had there been 500 
families in attendance.  I was incredibly proud of 
our guys for being professional and giving their all 
to make the performance great no matter how big 
the audience.  Because of the great effort, our guys 

really made a difference 
to the families that 
showed up, and we gave 
them some fun enter-
tainment for a bit to get 
their minds off the issues 
that they were facing.  
After the performance, I 
got word from my main 
contact at PMCH that 

the nurses and support staff were all out in the 
hallways listening to us, and they loved it as well.  I 
am not sure that we even knew that they were lis-
tening, but they were, and we had a positive im-
pact on them. 

Going forward, we absolutely plan to do this again!  
We learned some things from this first roll out that 
we can use to get better and have a bigger impact 
in the future.  One of those things was that the 
song “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” was a big hit!  
Since this is a song that the kids know and love, 
they lit up when we started singing it.  This has led 
our musical leadership to acquire a couple more 
Disney songs that we are going to add to our rep-
ertoire.  If you have not already, start working on 
the new pieces (“Be Our Guest” and “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight”) as we will be incorporating those 
soon. We are planning to acquire even more songs 
in the future.   

In addition to the children’s hospitals, we are look-
ing to roll this program out to assisted living com-
munities and nursing homes in the Indianapolis 
area to increase the impact.  I have contacted a 
couple facilities and am trying to nail down the 
next Music Medics date, so hopefully we have an-
other performance coming up very soon.  Thank 
you to everyone who has participated and to those 
who are looking to join us next time.   

CCS Music Medics 
By Derek Bailer, CCS VP Community Engagement 
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CCS Music Medics Inaugural Performance—Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital, August 14, 2019 

 

 

 

Free Veterans Day 
Concert 

Monday, November 11, 2019 at 7:00 pm  

The Sycamore at Mallow Run Winery 

7070 Whiteland Road, Bargersville Rd. 46106  

Important Announcement! 
 

Effective December 1, 2019, the Barbershop Harmony Society is 

making a significant change to the “lapsed member” policy.  After 

that date, if your membership expires, you will have only 30 days to 

make your dues payment and continue your membership, uninter-

rupted. The current grace period is 180 days.  So be sure to renew  

on time (or, better yet, early)! 



Page  8 October/November 2019 THE BEAT 

 

First Inversion -- Grandpa's battle group at Nor-
mandy  

Bach Chorale -- The place behind the barn where 
you keep the horses  

Passing Tone -- Frequently heard near the baked 
beans at family barbecues  

Cut Time -- Parole  

Perfect Fifth -- A full bottle of Jack Daniels  

Music Terms Misunderstood by  

Country/Western Musicians 

The Sound Corner 

From Tragedy to Triumph 
By Terry Bynum, CCS Board Member at Large 

In this month’s Sound Corner, we talk to our current Vice President of Community 
Engagement, Derek Bailer. Derek sings lead in Circle City Sound, and, when not 

harmonizing or organizing community events such as Music Medics for CCS, is an 
engineer at Allison Transmission.  

Most of us have had a turning point in our lives—something that defines us and 
sets us on a certain path.  Many of us can't necessarily identify that point, but for-
tunately, Derek can.  I say fortunately, because if things had turned out differently, 
Derek may not have been with us.  I'll let Derek tell the story.  

“When I was 11 years old, I went to a St. Louis Cardinals baseball game. During that 
game, I got hit in the eye by a home run ball.  It pretty much shattered my entire 
face. Broke my skull. Broke my nose. I was blind for three days in that eye, not able 

to see at all.  Slowly but surely, I did my eye exercises and began rebuilding my vision in that eye.  I still 
don't see perfectly out of it.  I'm probably 20/40 in that eye, even with my contacts. And I still get a blind 
spot in that eye.” 

“But they tell me it should have killed me, and for me it was one of those life-defining moments that kick-
started me with a strong work ethic, because that's when my grades changed from low B’s to straight A's.  It 
gave me a reason to focus on getting things done.”  

Derek has been with CCS and Barbershop for four years, but don't let that fool you.  He has an extensive 
family background in 4-part barbershop harmony.  His grandfather (Don Bailer) was a member of CCS, as 
are his father (Kevin), uncle (Kurt), and cousin (Joe Seifker).  He says his family wore out a cassette tape of 
Boston Common that they listened to on family vacations!  He also has experience from high school show 

choir and was a member of the Purdue Men's Glee Club until his engineering studies got in the way. 

I always ask each interviewee if they have some any special tips or tricks they use to learn our music.  
Derek says the key for him is repetition.  He'll listen to and rehearse each track 20 or 30 times at a sitting.  
And it's even better when we have a part submission.  He'll record, listen, find something wrong, re-record, 
find something else he doesn't like, record again, and after doing that 4 or 5 times, he knows the song! 

He says the key to success at work, at home and at CCS is simple. Effort.  He tries to work harder than eve-
ryone else to get the job done.  

Derek Bailer 
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Our 2019 Cardinal District Hall of Fame inductee 
joined the Indianapolis Chapter of SPEBSQSA, now 
the Barbershop Harmony Society, in 1994. Having 
been a successful business owner, he had decided 
he had some time for fun, and singing was right up 
his alley. 

Our inductee wasted no time in proving to all in 
the Indianapolis Chorus that he was a worthy 
member as he became heavily involved within  
chorus administration as well as a tremendous 
voice in the Baritone section.  

He has held the positions of Membership and Mu-
sic Vice President, Bulletin Editor and President of 
his chapter. He has assisted in several promotions 
for shows and the putting on of productions in In-
dy. He has received eight Men of Note awards, fur-
ther promoting this wonderful craft we call Bar-
bershop Harmony singing. In 2000, he was voted 
the Barbershopper of the Year for the Indianapolis 
Chapter and was inducted into the chapter’s Hall 
of Fame in 2016. 

Moving into the Cardinal District’s administrative 
role, this year’s inductee has served as the Dis-
trict’s Director of Quartet Development, putting 
on several Top Gun classes for quartets through-
out the District, with tremendous coaching that he 
was able to bring in. He was also named the Cardi-
nal District Barbershopper of the Year in 2007. 

Our inductee loves competition and besides sing-
ing with the Indianapolis Chorus has won a Cardi-
nal District Seniors quartet competition, then 
went onto to win the regular District Champion-
ship in 2009 with the quartet Anthem. He has a 

fourth place medal from the Midwinter Seniors 
contest, singing with 3 other gentlemen from the 
North Carolina Brigade in a quartet known as 
Blackjack. He represented the Cardinal District in 
2014 at the Seniors Midwinter singing with the 
quartet, Second Thoughts. 

Along with all the work he has done for his chapter 
and our District, he, along with members of the 

North Carolina Harmony Brigade and others with-
in the Indianapolis Chapter, as well as two years of 
significant effort, started the Indiana Harmony Bri-
gade. He has since written a handbook for Bri-
gades and has assisted in starting several other 
Brigades throughout the United States. A more 
rewarding experience cannot be imagined accord-
ing to several past and current members of the 
Brigade. “We would not be quartet singing without 
our Brigade experience,“ they say. Our inductee’s 
promotion of quartet singing is without a doubt 
head and shoulders above any that this committee 
and this district has ever seen. 

We, the Hall of Fame Committee, are fairly certain 
that you know of who we speak, but if not let us 
just say: “Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with great 
pleasure that we announce, our 2019 Cardinal Dis-
trict Hall of Fame Inductee is Mr. Duane Henry!” 

Duane Henry joins Cardinal District Hall of Fame 
By Terry Wence, Cardinal District Hall of Fame 2018 

Duane Henry 
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From: David Zimmerman 
Thursday, September 19 

CCS Brothers, 

Monday and Wednesday of this week have been very special, indeed, and I want to thank every member of 
CCS for your hard work and dedication to everything we do as a chorus.  Laura and I are so grateful to have 
you all as a part of our family!  The men of my choral program were so excited to see and hear Circle City 
Sound in action.  Please know that your presence at the Avon Men’s Concert affirmed to our young singers 
that, yes, men CAN sing and SHOULD sing, and it is something they can enjoy for an entire lifetime.   

Here’s a picture of approximately 10,000 men from last night.  Pretty cool. 

September was a Zimmer-month 
On Monday, September 16, 
CCS surprised David Zim-
merman and his fiancée, 
Laura Peregrim, with a 
celebration and 
“roast” (thanks to Jeff 
Broadfoot and others), 
which was livestreamed on 
Facebook.  Two days later, 
CCS participated in a con-
cert with David’s choir and 
other choirs at Avon High 
School. And then on Satur-
day, September 28, Laura 
and David were married in 
a ceremony at Conner Prai-
rie, officiated by Theo 
Hicks. What a month! 

Circle City Sound with Avon Schools’ Middle and High School Men’s Choirs 
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Concert at Ball State University 
Sursa Performance Hall, Saturday, October 12, 2019 

Featuring: Ball State Statesmen, University of Illinois Varsity Men’s Glee Club, 
Circle City Sound and Instant Classic 

Circle City Sound returns to Penrod Arts Fair 
Saturday, September 7, 2019 

Newfields (Indianapolis Museum of Art) 
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WHAT IS SCRIP? 

Basically, Scrip is fundraising with gift cards.  We don't ask you to buy anything you 
wouldn't buy anyway.  We don't ask you to shop somewhere you wouldn't normally 
shop.  We ask that you buy gift cards for one of the over 760 retailers that take part 
in the program—gas, groceries, home improvement, and restaurants, among oth-
ers.  Buy those gift cards from us, and a small percentage of that sale goes to sup-
port Circle City Sound.  

HISTORY OF FUNDRAISING FOR CCS 

For the last 10 years, CCS has worked with Centerplate, the concessionaire for Lucas Oil Stadium.  We 
have staffed a concession stand for events at Lucas Oil (Colts games and other events).  We have asked 
each chorus member to work a minimum of four of those events during each season.  Centerplate pays 
CCS.  CCS takes 60% of the proceeds for chorus operations, and 40 per cent goes into chorus member 
travel accounts.  Over the last ten years, CCS has received over $300,000 from this project.   That's VERY 
GOOD MONEY....BUT...it's hard physical labor.  It is getting more and more difficult to staff the stand.  The 
last few years we have been looking for something to replace our Lucas Oil project.   Scrip may just be it! 

HOW SCRIP WORKS 

If you wish to help support Circle City Sound operations, request a Sign Up packet from our Scrip coordi-
nator. Follow the directions to set up your account, and link it to our account.  

• You can buy physical gift cards, either online through Presto Pay 
(link your bank account), with a credit card (2.6% 'swipe fee'), or 
with a check/cash given to the Scrip Coordinator.  

• You can also buy virtual gift cards (ScripNow) and store them on 
your smartphone (myscripwallet.com).   

• Some of the retailers don't have virtual gift cards, but they will 
allow you to reload your physical gift card from your bank ac-
count or credit card.  

It's important to understand that you get the full face value of what-
ever cards you purchase. The rebates (which range from 1% to 20%) 
come from the retailers, not from you.  

Scrip is not limited to chorus members and their immediate families.  Extended families and close friends 
can also take part, by signing up the same way that members do  We're also considering offering Scrip gift 
cards for sale at our shows, to allow our fans to help us out.  

What is Scrip,  
and how can it make a difference for our chapter? 

By Terry Bynum, CCS Board Member at Large and CCS Scrip Coordinator 

Sign up at:  shopwithscrip.com 

CCS Enrollment Code: 5E2E57CD64952  
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Derek Bailer 
President 

Kyle Kitzmiller 
Immediate Past President 

Kevin Bailer 
VP Chapter Development 

Kohl Kitzmiller 
VP Music & Performance 

Jeff Broadfoot 
VP PR & Marketing 

David Pygman 
VP Community Engagement 

Kevin Cline 
VP Events 

Greg Emmanuel 
Member at Large 

Frank Bynum 
Secretary 

Jerry Troxel 
Treasurer 

As elected at chapter meeting on October 14, 2019 

2020 
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Chapter statistics as of October 1, 2019 
 

Chapter members:  104 

Average years of service: 20 

Number of active chorus members:  64 (62%) 

 

 

Our Chapter Quartets 

Instant Classic 

The Rush 

Late Shift 

Brothers of a Chord 

That’s Life! Mic Jesters 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-6060520
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Here We Come A-Wassailing (or Here We 

Come A-Caroling) is an English tradition-
al Christmas carol and New 
Year song, apparently composed around 
1850. The old English wassail song refers to 
“wassailing,” or singing carols door-to-door, 
wishing good health. 

According to Readers Digest: “the Christmas 
spirit often made the rich a little more gen-
erous than usual, and bands of beggars and 
orphans used to dance their way through the 
snowy streets of England, offering to sing 
good cheer and to tell good fortune if the 

householder would give them a drink from 
his wassail bowl or a penny or a pork pie or 
let them stand for a few minutes beside the 
warmth of his hearth. The wassail bowl itself 
was a hearty combination of hot ale or beer, 
apples, spices and mead, just alcoholic 
enough to warm tingling toes and fingers of 
the singers.” 

This song has been performed by The Boston 
Pops Orchestra, Perry Como, The Ray Con-
niff Singers, The Norman Luboff Choir, and 

Alvin and the Chipmunks. 

  The Songs We Sing:   

“Here We Come A-Wassailing” 
-from Wikipedia 

10/2  Bill Chisler 

10/4  Scott Bradford 

10/7  Kyle Kitzmiller 

10/12 Brent Vaught 

10/22 Ben Elliott 

10/22 Brad McAlexander 

10/23 Terry Bynum 

10/23 Steve Massengill 

10/25 Steve McPherson 

10/25 Joe Siefker 

10/26 George Houk 

10/29 Joe Schmidt 

11/4  Kevin Cline 

11/6  Jerry Troxel 

11/8  B ob Kendall 

11/13 John Hicks 

11/18 Marc Hagn 

11/20 Jim Beehler 

11/20 Jason Spires 

11/21 Gene Newcombe 
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NOTES FROM AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER MEETINGS 

Terry Bynum, being given approval for a test run of the 
fundraising program called Scrip in July, led a discussion 
of how it would work for members of CCS. He conducted 
an initial information session for members. Some mem-
bers signed up and have used it to great success. He re-
ported at the September BOD that the pilot program has 
a few bugs to work out but is yielding income at a good 
rate. Seventeen families have signed up for the program, 
and Terry says more participation is necessary to make it 
profitable to replace CCS involvement with Centerplate 
Concessions at Lucas Oil. More information sessions for 
members are scheduled to increase involvement of CCS membership and use of this potentially very 
beneficial fundraiser. 

Toy donation for The Villages – CCS will again be involved this Christmas season. The toy donation will 
be focused on gender-neutral board games. CCS members will be encouraged to be involved in this ei-
ther by monetary donation, providing a gift, and/or participating at their Christmas Party event.  

It was decided that the annual CCS Christmas Party will be the held December 6. More information will 
be coming from Kevin Cline about this popular event. 

The BOD had a discussion on how to improve and adapt the Music Medics project so it will provide a 
better connection with the children. Besides improving the interfacing process with the hospital, we 
also need to obtain more appropriate music for children. Efforts will be made by the Music Team to ob-
tain such music and assist members to learn it. This program is still in its infancy and has much poten-
tial for serving the community. 

Though the chorus will not compete at the upcoming Fall District Convention, all members will be en-
couraged to register and attend the convention in support of the District, support the competing Chap-
ter Quartets and provide assistance in running the Fall Convention. CCS will partner with the Colum-
bus/Greenwood chapter to run the convention and will receive half of the payment for that service. 

Kohl Kitzmiller outlined the parameters of the individual voice recording and attendance program of 
chorus members. This information was sent to all members via email and has been presented at re-
hearsals.  He noted the more strict approach to this program. Kohl wanted the BOD to have the oppor-
tunity to provide feedback and board support regarding this matter.  

The BOD approved the Veteran’s Day Program Venue at the Sycamore at Mallow Run Winery 
(Bargersville, Indiana). This program will be held on November 11, 2019. 

Lucas Oil after the 2019-20 season – Several ideas concerning the future of involvement in working 
Lucas Oil events were discussed at both August and September meetings. Among those were: to change 
to a smaller concession stand, work fewer events, etc.  It was noted that the Scrip program, once it be-
comes developed, has the potential to generate enough revenue to replace the need to work Lucas Oil. 
Other revenue generating ideas have been discussed as well.  

(Continued on page 17) 

Chapter Board Meeting Summaries 
by Frank Bynum, Chapter Secretary 
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Singing truly in tune is a lofty goal, but it’s one of the most important skills any musi-
cian can master. All music—but especially our music—must be pristinely in tune to be 
really good. Below are some tips that will help you achieve better intonation.  

The first—and most important—step is to become a better singer. Your voice is your 
instrument. If you don’t have adequate control of it, you simply can’t sing in tune. Learn 
to make a well-supported, freely produced, fully resonant tone throughout your full 
range at every volume level. How? Take voice lessons. If you wanted to learn to play the 
oboe, you would probably find a teacher. Your voice presents the same challenge. Just 
because you’ve been using it your whole life doesn’t mean that you have the skill to 
make the fine adjustments required to truly sing in tune.  

Here are a few “tricks of the trade” every singer should know:  

• Sing with an engaged, active, “lifted” face.  
• Maintain the placement of your tone in a high, forward place. This, together with a steady flow of air 

that’s free from muscular interference, will give essential “ring” to your tone.  
• Sing clear, recognizable vowels and match them within the ensemble.  
• Lift the pitch of every root and fifth (in the chord being sung, not in the key of the song).  
• Sing each repeated pitch slightly higher than the previous one.  
• Other helpful stuff:  

 Get in shape. Singing is an athletic act. If you tire, you will sing out of tune.  
 Hear in your “mind’s ear” the pitch before you sing it.  
 Break the tyranny of “high” and “low” notes. There is, after all, nothing inherently high or low about 

any note. On the piano they’re “right” and “left” notes. On a violin, they’re “in” and “out.” Try point-
ing down to “high” notes and up to “low” notes.  

 Learn to truly listen as you sing. Build your awareness of the sounds that you and the rest of the 
ensemble are making. It’s a learned skill; learn to do it.  

 Last, seek continual improvement as a singer and as a musician. Sing as well as you can every time 
you sing. Better singing produces better intonation.  

 

How to carry a tune in a bucket 
By Bill Biffle, from The Harmonizer,  November/December 2001 

At the August BOD meeting, Theo Hicks reported that, as part of his doctorate program, he is required 
to be the director of a chorus at Ball State University, and that chorus happens to meet on Monday eve-
nings. This will be a one and a half year commitment for him. He wants to remain the Director of CCS 
during this time, but would step aside for this time period if that is what the chorus wants. He is willing 
to do whatever CCS decides to do regarding this issue. He suggested Sunday evenings, 6:00 to 9:00 pm, 
as an alternative CCS rehearsal time during the time he is committed to BSU. The BOD will take this to 
the membership for a survey of all members before any decision is made. At the September BOD meet-
ing, analysis and discussion of the chorus survey results regarding rehearsal night time resulted in the 
approval of a motion to change the CCS rehearsal time to Sundays, 6:00-9:00 pm starting in January 
2020, with the plan to move rehearsals to a weeknight in conflict situations (e.g., scheduled programs, 
Lucas Oil events).  

(Continued from page 16) Board 
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Proud sponsors of Circle City Sound 
June 2019—May 2020 

Diamond : $1500 
Chick-Fil-A, Plainfield 
  

Platinum : $750 
Duane Henry and Micci Richardson 

Victor C. Kendall 

Natural Wood Solutions  
  

Gold : $500 
Skipp and Nancy Kropp 

Steve and Cindy McCullough 
  

Silver : $250 
Capital City Chorus 

Theo Hicks Music  

Hubler Chevrolet  

Indianapolis Arts Chorale  

Indianapolis Indians  

Indianapolis Women's Chorus  

Instant Classic Quartet  

Kaiser, Huber & Associates, Ameriprise  

Late Shift Quartet  

Steve and Vicki McPherson 

David Pygman, Voice Over Professional  
  

Bronze : $150 
Beck Financial Strategies  

Robert and H. R. Glenn 

Handyman Services by Jimmy Hinkle  

Beth Prince State Farm Insurance 

Provider Financial  

Ray Skillman  

South Central Indiana REMC  

Jerry and Pamela Troxel 

Partner : $75 
Nancy Baird, MD  

Frosty Beverley 

Billingsley Chiropractic Center  

Jerry and Debi Binkley 

Bolden's Dry Cleaners 

Scott and Carla Bradford 

Tom and Bonnie Bradley 

JE Brown Electric, Inc.  

Frank and Sheila Bynum 

Steve and Becky Cline 

Steve Cline - Master Gardener 

Cremation Society of Indiana  

Dave and Debi Fouts 

Herron Associates, Inc.  

James and Teresa Hinkle 

Linda Hoffman 

Edward Jones - Tony Fudge  

KK Sounds  

Dwight Nash and Marilyn Rafter 

Rejuvenation Station  

Jane and Greg Roembke 

Jim and Judy Sauder 

Jeffery and Susan Spires 

Square Coda Inc  

Vinny's Barbershop & Shaving Parlor  

Richard Weiss 

The Zimmerman Family 

Patron : $25 
Derek and Tonisha Bailer 

Kevin and Donna Bailer 

Nolan and Mary Bottorff 

Vicki and Terry Bynum 

Bill and Lorraine Chisler 

Kevin and Sarah Cline 

Jim and Barbara DeBusman 

Ginny Gill 

Lew and Kay Gillespie 

Sonny Griffith and Mary Anne Martin 

Martha Henn 

Steve and Pat King 

Mary Mickelson 

In tribute to Phil Miller 

Dan and Becky Pritchard 

Rudy's Watch and Jewelry Repair  



Page  19 THE BEAT October/November 2019 


